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General Education Outcomes  
 

Note: This document was last updated by COLA on October 11, 2006.   
 

Based on the overarching College Learning Goals, COLA have developed the 
following specific general education outcomes that students are expected to achieve.  

 
MULTIPLE INQUIRIES: 
 

In successfully completing this requirement, we expect students to:  
 
• Demonstrate proficiency in the comprehension, analysis, and interpretation of �texts� 

(understood in a post-modernist sense) characteristic of each of the following: the 
humanities, the arts, the social sciences, and the natural sciences. 

 
• Identify and articulate the distinctive modes of inquiry, analysis, and expression 

characteristic of the humanities, the arts, the social sciences, and the natural sciences.   
 
• Produce work that effectively employs the distinctive modes of inquiry, analysis, and 

expression characteristic of the humanities, the arts, the social sciences, and the 
natural sciences. 

 
INTEGRATIVE THINKING:  
 

In successfully completing this requirement, we expect students to:  
 
• Demonstrate the ability to approach issues and problems from multidisciplinary 

perspectives or to apply effectively the methods or techniques of one discipline to the 
issues of another. 

 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship and the fluidity of boundaries 

between disciplines. 
 
• Demonstrate proficiency in the comprehension, analysis, and interpretation of 

multidisciplinary texts.  
 
• Produce work that effectively employs multidisciplinary perspectives or cross-

disciplinary applications.
 

• Produce work that effectively applies quantitative, inductive, or deductive reasoning in a 
substantial analysis, argument, or synthesis. 

 
• Produce work in the capstone experience of the major that demonstrates the capacity to 

integrate content, methods, and perspectives from across the major.  
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EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION:  
 

In successfully completing this requirement, we expect students to:  
 

• Write effectively and intelligently to a range of purposes in the English language (e.g., 
informing, persuading, advancing an argument, expressing, creating, etc.). 

 
• Read with understanding a wide range of texts in the four domains of the curriculum � 

humanities, arts, social sciences, and natural sciences. 
 
• Secure with proper citation, evaluate critically, and use effectively relevant information for 

problem-solving and presentation of ideas, issues, and arguments. 
 
• Speak effectively to a purpose before an audience. 
 
• Demonstrate effective listening skills. 
 
• Demonstrate skill in using electronic media generally appropriate to contemporary academic 

and professional workplaces. 
 
• Produce scholarly or creative works that effectively employ the communication conventions 

and means of the major field.  
 
LOCAL AND GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP:  
 

In successfully completing this requirement, we expect students to:  
 

• Demonstrate at least intermediate level proficiency in the ability to read and write a foreign 
language and to speak it (in non-Classical languages) in social contexts. 

 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the social history and culture related to the selected foreign 

language, including significant contemporary issues. 
 
• Demonstrate an understanding of a Non-Western culture, including salient differences from 

the West. 
 
• Demonstrate an understanding of some element of diversity within the culture of the United 

States, OR, demonstrate an understanding of a significant concept related to diversity (such 
as race, gender, cultural identity, etc.). 

 
• Produce work that effectively recognizes the relevance of cultures other than that of 

mainstream U.S. culture. 
 
• Produce work that demonstrates an analysis of methodology, historical context, and/or social 

ramifications of some aspect of natural science or technology.  
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To support this learning goal, students may also 
 
• Participate in study abroad experiences, especially in Non-Western cultures. 
 
• Engage in service learning, especially through courses with service learning components, as 

well as through public service projects.  
 
• Participate in civic engagement, especially that which is related to courses taken.  
 
 
  
  
  
 


