


Unpublished Civil War Images Now Available 

	 Students and faculty now have access to a database filled 
with previously unpublished images from the Civil War era. 
Images of the American Civil War: Photographs, Posters and 
Ephemera recently launched with 1400 images documenting 
the political, social and military climate of the period.  When 
completed, the database will have 75,000 images.

	 Alexander Street Press, the database provider, is working with 
archives across the nation to digitize images previously available 
only to on-site users. There are photographs that reveal all aspects 
of the soldiers’ war experience including camp life, battle, prison 
and hospitals. Others show civilian life and the important political 
figures of the day. There is sheet music, political cartoons, 
recruitment posters and more.

	 “Images of the American Civil War is an incredible collection 
of previously unpublished photographs and ephemera,” says 
Archivist Karen Drickamer. “This adds great depth to our 
already rich collection of primary source material we offer 
our students.”  

	 Users can browse through images organized by subject 
area such as Camp Life, Home Front and Posters, or by date.  
There is also a search feature to locate images with a specific 
title, keyword, location or photographer.  

	 Reference Librarian Meggan Smith, a class of 
2004 history major, found the database fascinating. 
“There was such a wide range of photographs – cock 
fights in the camps; railroad ruins in Atlanta; slave 
pens in Virginia; Lincoln’s funeral procession and 
even the execution of the Lincoln conspirators. 

There were photos of people such as Daniel Webster, William 
Lloyd Garrison, Mrs. Lincoln in her inaugural gown…and 
groups such as 69th Pennsylvania at the Battle of Gettysburg. 

	 “This is a great database to browse through!” 

Copyright (C) 2009, by Alexander Street Press, LLC
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Three Fortenbaugh Interns Run the Gamut
	 This semester three Esther Kenyon Fortenbaugh interns are 
being kept busy on a wide range of library projects.

	 Senior history major Andrew Royer had been a student 
employee in Special Collections for over a year when he became 
their Fortenbaugh intern. He says the work inspired him to apply 
to graduate school and seek museum internships as he hopes to 
become a curator for a museum or historical society.

	 “The internship is the opportunity to get a more in-depth 
experience,” he says. In addition to handling artifacts (college 
memorabilia being his favorite), Royer is also advancing those 
technology skills required to catalog collections. He is working 
with metadata (sort of a behind-the-scenes documentation about 
an item) and will soon assist with digitization projects.

	 Meanwhile, sophomore Chris Merkle is advancing his music 
skills at the library. The music education major is interested in 
becoming a conductor and explains that often, in order to get a 
“foot in the door,” beginning conductors take a position, such as 
music librarian, with a professional orchestra.

	  “That individual would be responsible for finding, collecting 
and purchasing repertoire for the ensemble, along with other 
duties,” he says. Merkle feels this internship will familiarize 
him with a wider repertoire and also “significantly improve my 
research skills, which is supremely beneficial for any college 
student, music major or otherwise.”

	 The third Fortenbaugh intern, junior Liz Johns, is seeing 
green. Johns has been assisting the reference librarians in 
promoting and managing the popular “Read Green” series (see 
page 2). “She joined the department as the series was about to 
launch and engaged immediately by creating a detailed list of 

suggested reading for participants,” says Director of Reference & 
Instruction, Janelle Wertzberger. 

	 Johns is also getting a lot of experience in reference work, 
which she considers important in her plans to go to graduate 
school for dual masters in history and library science. “I love 
doing research and I love the general atmosphere of an academic 
library, so this internship provides the perfect opportunity for me 
to get a head start on what I hope to do in my career,” she says.

	 “Esther Fortenbaugh comes to mind often when I see the 
energy and enthusiasm our librarians put into mentoring the 
interns,” says Library Director Robin Wagner.  “Esther was a 
dedicated librarian with such intellectual curiosity.  She delighted 
in learning new things and in sharing those things with young 
people.  She would have been pleased by all this.”  

Bob Fortenbaugh catches up with intern Andrew Royer ’09 
at a recent Notes at Noon performance.

Friends Cosponsor Visit by Noted Author 

	 Friends of Musselman Library 
cosponsored a book reading and 
signing by noted author Christopher 
Bram on March 26.  Bram read from 
his novel Exiles in America.

	 “Exiles in America takes us 
to contemporary academia, rural 
Virginia, and confrontations with 
issues of marriage (gay, straight, 

open) and ethnicity,” says Richard Reitsma, visiting assistant 
professor of Spanish and event moderator. “Central to Exiles, 
however, is the clash of cultures between Americans struggling 
with their own psychological dramas and exiled Iranians, 
struggling with another set of dramas that inevitably lead to 
heartache.”

	 Bram’s writing is described as 
a mix of historical, contemporary, 
political and gay fiction that explores 
how history and its interpretations 
have shaped the different worlds we 
live in. One of his nine books, Father of 
Frankenstein (1995) was adapted into 
the Academy Award winning film Gods 
and Monsters. 

	 Currently Bram is conducting 
research for a new novel about the Civil 
War and has a soon-to-be-published 
novel, Johnstown, about the Pennsylvania 
flood of 1889.  
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	 Musselman Library celebrates the International Year of 
Astronomy with “The Literature of the Telescope,” an exhibit 
of historical books from the collection of Laurence “Larry” 
Marschall, W. K. T. Sahm Professor of Physics.  “This display 
is a modest representation of the way the telescope has evolved 
and the ways it has been depicted in both popular and technical 
publications,” says Marschall.  Also exhibited is a replica of 
Galileo’s telescope owned by the physics department.

Marschall explains the significance of Galileo’s telescope:
Four hundred years ago, in 1609, Galileo first observed the 
heavens with a telescope, and our concepts of the universe 
changed virtually overnight. Galileo’s discoveries---the 
mountains and craters on the moon, four moons of Jupiter, 
the phases of Venus, sunspots and the rotation of the sun, 
and the starry nature of the Milky Way---are things we take 
for granted today. 
	 In 1610, when Galileo published the first account, 
a short book titled Sidereus Nuncius (“The Starry 
Messenger”), all these things were new, and they shook the 
very foundations of the accepted view of the cosmos, which 
had been accepted for nearly two millennia. Accordingly, the 
United Nations and the International Astronomical Union 
have declared 2009 the International Year of Astronomy, in 
celebration of Galileo’s work, and the great advances that 
have been made since. 

	 The exhibited books are just a small sample of Marschall’s 
estimated 6000+ books.  “I’ve been collecting since I was a 
child,” he says. “Most of the rare books I have are on astronomy 

Musselman Library Celebrates
The International Year of Astronomy

Co-authors of Galileo’s New Universe Larry Marschall (left) 
and Stephen Maran with a Galileo portrayer.

(about 1000), but I also have a bunch on polar exploration and 
anarchism.”
 
	 Recently, Marschall added another book to the mix with his 
own Galileo’s New Universe: The Revolution in Our Understanding 
of the Cosmos, which he coauthored with Stephen P. Maran. 
Marschall is also the author of The Supernova Story, and is a 
contributor to numerous publications including Astronomy, 
Discover, Harper’s, Newsday and The New York Times Book 
Review. For the past 25 years, he has written about 750 reviews 
of science books from all fields, first for The Sciences (defunct) 
and now monthly for Natural History.

Musselman Library is Good for Your Health 
	 Last fall the library was asked to participate in the college’s 
Wellness Benefits Fair and encourage employees to take 
advantage of our services as a way of living a healthier lifestyle. 
The wellness program focuses on a variety of healthy living 
options, but in addition to food and exercise advice, they also 
promote stress-reducing activities such as leisure reading. 

	 “People can make their lives 
less stressful by reading the latest 
best sellers; trying out recipes 
from a cookbook; listening to an 
audio book on a long drive; or 
watching a great movie,” says 
Mary Evangeliste, director of user 
services. “We wanted to make 
sure that the staff knew about the 
many wonderful and free resources 
available for their use.”

	 User services staff manned a table at the fair alongside 
those promoting massage therapy, good nutrition, financial 
planning and more. Friends of Musselman Library provided 
funds for the printing of a “To Do” list that showed employees 
how to navigate the library and find popular fiction, feature 
films and audio books.  

	 “It was a great experience,” 
says Evangeliste. “Many employees 
had never taken advantage of our 
services and were even unaware 
that their college ID serves as their 
library card.”

Susan Pinkey, circulation assistant, 
tells employees about the library’s 
services.
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	 Several librarians are teaming up to offer an interesting mix of 
courses for Alumni College in late May.  

	 “Librarians have offered Alumni 
College courses from time to time 
including ones on music, digital 
collections, and the always popular, 
library treasures,” says Library 
Director Robin Wagner.   “We thought 
we’d bring back a bit of the old and 
mix it with some new opportunities this 
year.  Our hope is to encourage alumni 
to join us in the library and connect with 
their alma mater’s history.”  

Here’s a quick peak at our offerings:

Getting to Know GettDigital: 
From the physical to the virtual in 
Special Collections
 
	 Alumni love to look at the treasures 
in Special Collections but don’t often have 
the opportunity. This course gives them a chance to be a student 
again by learning to take advantage of the digital collection.   The 
class will feature objects from these collections: Civil War Era, 
Historic Gettysburg College, the Stuckenberg Maps, World War II 
Posters and Asian Art. Instructors are Karen Drickamer, director of 
Special Collections, and Carolyn Sautter, cataloging and metadata 
librarian.

	 Assistant Archivist Chris Ameduri had spent a lot of time 
searching fruitlessly on the internet for improved lighting for Special 
Collections. She knew that better illumination in the processing area 
was crucial for the kind of conservation work needed to preserve 
fragile rare books.  Finally she decided to call her Uncle Bob, Robert 
Yohe, for advice.

	 Yohe owns Ener-Tech Associates, Inc., which offers a range 
of engineering services in the electrical, mechanical and structural  
engineering  fields.  Instead of a phone consult, Uncle Bob decided to 
come  from Harrisburg to assess the space himself to determine what 
kind of lighting and fixtures would work best.  After that meeting, he 
sent employee Matt Kalinowski back to take measurements, gauge 
candle power and draw schematics.  

	 To Musselman Library’s great surprise and delight, lighting and 
fixtures were quickly sent at no charge and the college’s facilities 
services staff coordinated the installation.  Uncle Bob had donated 
more than $2700 worth of materials and professional services, 
including new lighting and fixtures for the two windowless offices!

 Alumni Read Green: A Climate Change Discussion
 

	 This course was born out of the very successful 
environmental reading and discussion series the library 
had this spring. “Attendance at this series ranged from 
students to farmers to members of local book groups,” 
says Wagner, “how nice to be able to offer a taste of this 
discussion series to our alumni.” 
 
	     Librarians will join Sarah Principato, assistant pro-
fessor of environmental studies, to facilitate a discussion 
of Field Notes from a Catastrophe by writer, Elizabeth 
Kolbert, who tackles the controversial subject of global 
warming. The book should be read in advance; the first 
10 registrants receive a free copy.
 
 
Saving Special Collections One Book at a Time
 
     “This workshop offered by assistant archivist Chris 
Ameduri and book conservator Mary Wooten is 
something completely new,” explains Wagner. Special 
Collections is the steward for over 11,000 rare books. 

Many of the books from the 18th and 19th century are in various 
degrees of deterioration which restricts their use by researchers. 
“Chris has invested much time and energy in learning book 
conservation techniques and we thought this might appeal to the 
collectors and bibliophiles outside the library.”
 
	 For more information, contact Alumni Relations at (717) 337-
6518 or alumni@gettysburg.edu.

Uncle Bob Helps Special Collections See the Light
	 The staff sends Uncle Bob their gratitude for his professional 
assistance and generous donation which will help in preserving the 
rare book collection.  Thanks for illuminating us Uncle Bob!

Chris Ameduri had a “light bulb moment” 
when she decided to call Uncle Bob for help.

Librarians Offer Interesting Classes for Alumni College

16




