
Psych Alum 

gists from other institutions come 
and review the department – from 
curriculum to faculty – and this year 
Dana Dunn from Moravian College  
and Pamela Hunt from The College 
of William and Mary served as our 
reviewers.  Dr. Dunn was the lead 
author of an American Psychologist 
article titled, “Quality Benchmarks in 
Undergraduate Psychology Pro-
grams.”  I hate to brag -- so I’ll just 
quote one line from Drs. Dunn and 
Hunt’s final report – “The Depart-
ment of Psychology at Gettysburg 
College is in wonderful shape; indeed 
it stands out as an exemplar of what 
a first-rate undergraduate psychology 
experience can be at a liberal arts 
college.” And the report continues to 
be extremely laudatory … So, now we 
have support for a claim that we’ve 
made for some time; a claim that 
represents a goal that we all strive for 
-- we are one of, if not the, best un-
dergraduate psychology programs in 
the nation!  

     I’ll end on that wonderful note – 
but not before reminding you to 
keep in touch and let us know the 
news of all of your successes!   Happy 
Fall! 

                  Becca Fincher-Kiefer 
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From the Chair 

Hello, Psychology Alumni! 

     Perhaps you’ve already heard that 
Homecoming is early this year – 
September 19th weekend – so this 
year we’re sending a late-summer 
newsletter rather than an early fall 
newsletter to make sure you know 
the date and can hopefully return to 
visit! This year I have to begin with 
an enthusiastic thank you to all of 
our loyal alumni who support the 
psychology department so gener-
ously! Even in these difficult eco-
nomic times, we were just stunned at 
what we were able to do this year 
with the donations we received – we 
bought a new periodical bookcase to 
display faculty publications in our 
lovely new lounge space, we pur-
chased very nice “padfolios”  as a gift 
for each of our graduating seniors 
when they turned in our new exit 
survey, and we were able to purchase 
the upgrade of our EPrime software 
that many of the faculty use for pre-
senting their experiments on-line to 
participants. Thank you, alumni – 
know that we appreciate and count 
on your continued support as there is 
much to be done to keep our depart-
ment as strong as we know you want 
it to be! 

     Now to what’s new! Again, I’m 
sure that you’ve heard the news of 
our wonderful colleague, Janet Riggs’, 
ascent to the top of the institution 
(metaphorically speaking!). In just 
two short years, Janet has gone from 
psychology faculty member, to in-
terim Provost, to Provost, and now to 
interim President for this year! We’re 
not surprised that this talented alum 
is so respected by all constituencies 

at the College that she was asked to 
step into this position. We’re happy 
to report that another one of our 
own, Dan McCall, has been selected 
to assist the trustees and Janet on 
this year’s Presidential search com-
mittee. We had an extremely busy 
year last year; I believe that’s becom-
ing the norm! We attempted to hire 
Janet’s replacement in the depart-
ment, a tenure-track position in 
social psychology. While we had a 
record number of applicants and we 
interviewed five individuals for the 
position, the department as a whole 
was not satisfied with the results of 
the search. In order to continue to 
look for the best, we closed the 
tenure-track search until this year. 
We were very lucky to hire Marc 
Sestir, a new PhD from UNC, into a 
one-year position, and he will teach 
the social psychology classes that 
our students clamor for during regis-
tration. This year we hope to hire 
two new faculty – one into the social 
psychology position and the other 
into a position held open for a few 
years as Martha Arterberry’s replace-
ment. This second position is in 
experimental psychology with a 
specialization in either cognition, 
broadly defined, or perception. We 
are very excited to see what exper-
tise comes to us in this position! 

     The other big news from last year 
is that we had an external review of 
the department in the spring semes-
ter. This occurs about every seven 
years, and it’s quite the effort as it 
gives us the chance to conduct a self
-study and think about such issues 
as the future of the department. It 
also involves having two psycholo-

New Faces 

Marc Sestir has 

been hired for a 

one-year assis-

tant professor 

position. He 

will be teaching 

courses in In-

troductory 

Psychology, Statistics, Social Psychol-

ogy, and an Advanced Laboratory in 

Social Psychology.  Marc received his 

B.A. degree at the University of 

Rochester, and recently earned his 

Ph.D. from the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Marc’s research focuses on media 

psychology, or the effects of media 

consumption on its viewers. His 

primary lines of current research 

deal with the effects of violent and 

nonviolent media on aggressive 

tendencies, and the effects of the 

perceived realism of media narra-

tives on attitudes and the self-

concept.  Marc hopes to uncover the 

major factors that determine when, 

how, and to what degree media 

affects the thoughts, emotions, and 

behaviors of its consumers. 
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Samuel A. Mudd Psychology Award 

         We are pleased to announce Kelly 

Korpiel ‘08 as the May 2008 recipient of 

the Samuel A. Mudd Psychology 

Award.  Kelly graduated summa cum 

laude this past May, with a BA in Psy-

chology and a concentration in Span-

ish.  She is a member of Psi Chi and Phi 

Beta Kappa and received Departmental 

Honors for her work as a psychology 

major. 

     While a student at Gettysburg, Kelly 

spent four years as an America Reads 

tutor at James Gettys Elementary 

school where she worked in the third 

grade classroom and gave special help 

to ESL children and those with learning 

Alumni Achievement Award for Service 

by Interim President, Janet Morgan 

Riggs ‘77 during Reunion Weekend in 

May. 

     Lindsay was honored for her valuable 

service in helping strengthen the alumni 

network: sitting as a member of her 

class’s five-year reunion committee for 

Homecoming 2003,  serving as class 

correspondent for five years and as class 

agent on the Young Alumni committee.                    

disabilities.  She also assisted with trans-

lating for parent-teacher conferences 

where she saw, first-hand, the needs and 

concerns for ESL learners in the schools. 

     Kelly worked as a research assistant 

with both Janet Morgan Riggs and 

Nathalie Goubet.  It was while working 

with Janet that Kelly developed an 

interest in the field of social psychology 

and became convinced to major in 

psychology.  Kelly’s subsequent work 

with Nathalie in the bilingual pre-

schools was a perfect blend of Kelly’s 

interests and culminated in an opportu-

nity for her to travel to Boston in March 

2007 to attend the Society for Research 

     During 

the ‘08-’09 

academic 

year she 

will be 

teaching 

English 

and North 

American 

Culture in 

the public 

schools in Spain.  Upon her return, she 

hopes to pursue a graduate degree in 

Psycholinguistics, School Psychology, or 

International Education. 

  Homecoming Symposium 

Also, while pursuing a master’s degree 

in public administration from Ameri-

can University, Lindsay was very in-

volved in the Washington, D.C. alumni 

club. 

     Current Gettysburgians benefit from 

her advice and expertise through her 

volunteer service with Gettysburg 

Career Connections and the Center for 

Career Development.  As a K.A.R.E. 

participant, she helps recruit bright and 

     

 

 

 

 

     

Lindsay Musser Hough (‘98) was re-

cently presented with the 2008 Young 

     Richard  O. Hurt, Ph.D. ‘76 will be the 

guest speaker at the Annual Psychology 

Department Homecoming Symposium.  

Richard is a licensed clinical psychologist 

with over twenty years of experience 

working with sex offenders.   

     Richard is a 1976 graduate of Gettys-

burg College with a double major in 

psychology and business administration.  

He earned a masters degree in clinical 

psychology from Bradley University and 

a masters degree in health care admini-

stration from the University of Minne-

sota.  He received a Ph.D. in clinical 

talented students, encouraging them to 

consider Gettysburg as their College of 

choice.  Currently she is  the manager at 

Deloitte Consulting, where she focuses 

on helping government clients (most 

recently the PA Dept of Public Welfare 

and PA Dept of Transportation) imple-

ment large technology projects.   

     Lindsay lives in Carlisle with her 

husband Adam and their 2 year-old 

daughter Amelia. 

Young Alumni Award  

New Faces (Cont’) 

taught General 

Psychology for us 

last year and will 

teach the course 

again this year as 

well as Develop-

mental Psychology. 

     We were 

lucky to 

have Kathy     

Delaney 

join the 

college 

community 

this past 

year as an adjunct assistant professor of 

psychology, and she will continue in this 

position this year. Kathy received her 

undergraduate degree from Hofstra 

University and her Ph.D. in applied 

developmental psychology from Ford-

ham University. Kathy served as the 

director of psychological services for a 

center for autism and developmental 

disabilities at Stony Brook University 

Hospital before moving to Gettysburg 

with her husband, who is the Associate 

Vice President for Financial Services at 

the college, and three children.  Kathy 

psychology from Pacifica Graduate 

Institute. 

    Richard is currently serving as the Sex 

Offender Administrator for the Arizona 

Department of Corrections.  His previ-

ous work experience includes sixteen 

years as CEO of Benchmark Behavioral 

Health Systems in Woods Cross, Utah. 

     In Richard’s talk entitled, “Sex Of-

fender Education and Treatment Within 

a Correctional Facility,” he will present 

the latest research on sex offender 

recidivism and outline the Sex Offender 

Education and Treatment Program 

offered to incarcerated sex offenders in 

Arizona.  Sexual offense case studies will 

be highlighted and discussed. 

     You are cordially invited to attend 

this event  beginning at 3:30 p.m. on 

Friday, Sept. 19 in Bowen Auditorium, 

McCreary Hall room 115. 

     Dinner following the talk will be held 

at the Gettysburg Hotel.  Please contact 

Carolyn Tuckey 

(ctuckey@gettysburg.edu or 717-337-6171) 

if you are interested in attending. 

 

Richard O. Hurt, Ph.D. ‘76 

 

“Sex Offender Education and 

Treatment Within a 

Correctional Facility” 

 

Friday, September 19th  

3:30 pm.  

Bowen Auditorium,  

McCreary Hall  

room 115 

in Child Development meeting where 

Nathalie presented her bilingual re-

search. 

     Kelly also spent two semesters study-

ing abroad in Spain.  Her initial goal 

was to improve her Spanish and learn 

more about the culture but her experi-

ence proved to be much more.  She 

worked with a sports psychologist and 

helped prepare a proposal to start a 

youth sports program in impoverished 

areas in the Philippines.  In addition to 

her coursework at a Spanish University, 

she attended workshops and student 

taught in a private language academy. 



 Class of 2008 Awards 

     Majors receiving other special awards 

included Ashley Kasardo (Award for 

Excellence in Theory and Practice in 

Women’s Studies), Tina Toburen (Oscar 

W. Carlson Memorial Award, Sigma 

Alpha Iota College Honor Award, Sigma 

Alpha Iota Scholastic Award, Vivian 

    Students 

graduating in 

May 2008 with departmental honors 

included Megan Eberly, David 

Hauser, Kelly Korpiel, Alison 

McCabe, Thomas Price V, Meredith 

Rucinsky, and Tina Toburen. 

Faculty News 

     Kevin Wilson continues to conduct 
cognitive neuroscience research with 
Gettysburg students using behavioral 
and functional brain imaging tech-
niques.  He completed a research pro-
ject with James Taylor (’09) last sum-
mer with funding from the Support of 
Mentors and their Students in the 
Neurosciences (SOMAS) program – an 
award through the National Science 
Foundation’s Distinguished Teacher 
Scholar program.  The two completed a 
functional brain imaging experiment 
looking at the neural systems involved 
in shifting and maintaining visual 
attention to different locations in space 
and presented their work this past 
November at the annual meeting of the 
Society for Neuroscience in San Diego, 
CA. 

first author), and Maggie Carter (’09; 
second author) had a paper accepted for 
publication in Cognition and Emotion.  
Brian and co-authors also had papers 
accepted for publication in the Journal of 
Experimental Social Psychology and 
Motivation and Emotion.  Brian, Dave 
Hauser (’08), and Tina Toburen (’08) 
presented their research at the annual 
meeting of the Society for Personality 
and Social Psychology in Albuquerque, 
NM in February of 2008. 

     Nathalie Goubet is pleased to report 
that she was awarded tenure. In March, 
she attended the biennial Conference of 
the International Society on Infant Stud-
ies in Vancouver, Canada. She chaired a 
symposium on olfaction, emotion, and 
cognition and also presented a paper on 
her research on newborns and pain.   

     Dan McCall, along with Lauren De-
Brouse (‘09) and Hannah Kane (‘10), also 
attended the ISIS meetings and pre-
sented “The Emergence of Stable Goal 
Representations in Means-End Problem 
Solving.”  Their poster showed the results  
of two studies on the development of 
problem solving in 12– to 18-month-old 
infants, demonstrating how improve-

and enhance economic development. 

Paul has written more than 100 journal 

articles and book chapters as well as 

"Psychology Applied to Work," the 

most widely read textbook in the disci-

pline. Paul has been granted fellowship 

status in four divisions of the American 

Psychological Association for his meri-

torious contributions to the profession. 

In 1998, he received a Distinguished 

Alumni Award from Gettysburg College 

and in 2004, he was honored as the 

inaugural recipient of the Distinguished 

Teaching Contributions Award by the 

Society for Industrial and Organizational 

Psychology. Paul received his bachelor's 

degree majoring in psychology from 

Gettysburg College in 1969, master's in 

psychology from Kansas State University 

in 1970 and doctorate in industrial/

organizational psychology from Purdue 

University in 1973. He credits former 

Gettysburg College psychology professor 

Samuel Mudd as a life-long mentor. Paul 

is also an enthusiastic amateur scholar of 

baseball and author of "Baseball Pinback 

     Paul  Muchinsky ‘69 received an 

honorary Doctor of Science degree at 

the 173rd Commencement of Gettys-

burg College in May. A prominent 

industrial and organizational psycholo-

gist, Paul is the Joseph M. Bryan Distin-

guished Professor of Business at the 

University of North Carolina. He was 

appointed by North Carolina Governor 

James Hunt to serve on the Commis-

sion on Workforce Preparedness, whose 

mandate was to improve the competi-

tiveness of North Carolina businesses 
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ments in short-term memory during this 
period enable infants to engage in plan-
ful problem solving. 

     Steve Siviy with co-author, Kelly 
Harrison (‘06), published an article 
“Effects of neonatal handling on play 
behaviour and fear towards a predator 
odor in juvenile rats (rattus norvegicus)” 
in the Journal of Comparative Psychol-
ogy, Vol. 122 (2008) pp. 1-8.  For the last 
few years, Steve has been taking advan-
tage of rats’ innate fear of cat odor to 
study the effects of fear and anxiety on 
the playfulness of juvenile rats.  This 
paper described how exposing newborn 
rats to brief daily periods of separation 
from the mother can affect the response 
of rats to cat odor when tested as juve-
niles.  They found that rats separated 
from their mother for 15 minutes each 
day during the first 2 weeks of life were 
more playful than control rats and were 
less fearful when returned to the same 
place where they had previously been 
exposed to the smell of a cat.   These 
results suggest that early postnatal 
experiences can have a significant role in 
how animals deal with predatory threats 
later in life. 

Buttons," 

which was 

accepted 

into the 

registry of 

the National 

Baseball 

Hall of Fame 

and Mu-

seum in 

Coopers-

town, N.Y. 

Wickey Otto Christian Service Award), 

Jessica Tercha (Suzanne Elizabeth 

Clarke Award), Megan Rodella 

(Mildred H. Hartzell Prize), and David 

Hauser (Psi Chi Junior Award). 

Undergraduate Science Symposium 2008 

      For the first time ever at Gettysburg 

College, an undergraduate  symposium 

of the sciences was held on May 2, 

2008.  Fifty-one posters showcasing 

undergraduate individualized research 

and advanced lab course work could be 

viewed on all three floors of the Science 

Center Commons area.  Work from the 

departments of Biology, Environ-

mental Studies, Health Science, Phys-

ics, and Psychology was represented.  

A photo gallery of the event can be 

viewed at http://www.gettysburg.edu/

psychology/special_opportunities/

science_symposium/

science_symposium_2008.dot. 

    Psi Chi sponsored their annual  Poster 

Contest at the symposium.  Top prize 

was awarded to Erin Tooley, Kelly 

Stracke, and Darylevuanie Johnson for 

their poster entitled “The Effect of Pro- 

pranolol on Innate Fear in Water-

Deprived Rats.”                                                                                                            

     The event was a huge success and we 

    Nine majors were elected to Phi Beta 

Kappa: Megan Eberly, David Hauser, 

Elizabeth Hocker, Ashley Kasardo, 

Kelly Korpiel, Jennifer Logan, Alison 

McCabe, Tina Toburen, and Deron 

Wirt. 

Honorary Degree  

     Arlen Moller and Brian Meier co-
authored a chapter (Developing an 
experimental induction of flow: Effort-
less action in the lab) that will appear 
in an upcoming handbook published by 
MIT Press and edited by B. J. Bruya, 
Effortless Attention: A New Perspective 
in the Cognitive Science of Attention and 
Action. Arlen and co-authors also had 
papers accepted for publication in the 
Journal of Experimental Psychology: 
General, Journal of Research in Person-
ality, Journal of Educational Psychol-
ogy, and Early Childhood Research 
Quarterly. He authored two conference 
presentations, and co-chaired a sympo-
sium at the Society of Personality and 
Social Psychology Conference in Albu-
querque, NM, this past February. At 
this conference, he received the Stu-
dent Publication Award for the Out-
standing Paper Published by a Student 
in a Journal of the Society for Personal-
ity and Social Psychology, recognizing a 
2006 article on choice and ego-
depletion (co-authored with Edward 
Deci and Andrew Elliot). 

     Brian Meier was happy to learn that 
he passed his pre-tenure evaluation in 
May of 2008.  Brian, Dave Hauser (’08; 

hope to see it become an annual event 

in years to come! 
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sity of Pennsylvania and is seeking a 

principal position. 

!ÍÁÎÄÁ "ÒÁÄÌÅÙ ȬΪΰ began a Masters 

of Art Therapy program at Seton Hill 

University in January ‘08. 

!ÍÙ -ÅÕÎÉÅÒ ȬΪβ is working as a BA 

Level Psychological Counselor at SLS 

Health in Brewster, NY.  SLS Health is a 

residential facility for adults with per-

sonality and behavioral disorders. 

4ÏÍ 0ÒÉÃÅ ȬΪβ will be attending Texas 

A&M to begin a Ph.D. program in social 

psychology. 

(ÅÁÔÈÅÒ .ÉÌÅÓ ȬΪβ is beginning an MA 

in school counseling at Boston College. 

!ÌÉÓÏÎ 0ÅÔÒÏ× ȬΪβ will be attending 

Loyola College, Baltimore, MD to pur-

sue an MS in clinical psychology. 

-ÁÔÔ 3ÁÌÔÅÒ ȬΪβ is working as a summer 

Admissions Assistant at Gettysburg 

College. 

%ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ (ÏÃËÅÒ ȬΪβ is entering an 

MS in psychology program at Villanova 

-ÏÌÌÙ ɉ,ÅÅÓÅɊ .ÅÃÅ Ȭγΰ is working as 

West Chester University”s Senior Inter-

nal Consultant for Training and Organ-

izational Development. 

!ÍÁÎÄÁ 'ÉÎÇÅÒÉÃÈ (ÅÇÅ Ȭγβ earned 

her Ph.D. in Cognitive Psychology from 

the University of Virginia.  She was 

hired in a tenure track position at But-

ler University by +ÁÔÅ -ÏÒÒÉÓ  Ȭγάȟ who 

is Chair of the Psychology Department. 

!ÂÉÇÁÉÌ 2ÅÁÓÅÒ ȬΪά earned a Ph.D. in 

Counseling Psychology and School 

Psychology from Florida State Univer-

sity on August 9, 2008. 

*ÁÃÑÕÅÌÉÎÅ 7ÉÌÓÏÎ ȬΪή who has been 

working as Assistant Director of Re-

search in the Capital Giving Office at 

Gettysburg College, will begin pursuing 

her MA in social work and concentra-

tion in disabilities studies at the Univer-

sity of Maine in Fall ‘08.  Jackie received 

an assistantship working with the Cen-

ter for Community Inclusion and Dis-

abilities Studies. 

*ÏÎÁÔÈÁÎ (ÁÒÔ ȬΪή is graduating from 

the Graduate School of Education for 

Educational Leadership at the Univer-

University. 

-ÅÇÁÎ 2ÏÄÅÌÌÁ ȬΪβ is working as a 

Research Assistant with Allegheny 

Singer Research Insitute in Pittsburg, 

PA. 

*ÏÓÈÕÁ 2ÙÍÏÎ ȬΪβ began working in 

June as a Police Officer with the Wash-

ington, DC Metropolitan Police Depart-

ment. 

-ÉÌÅÓ 2ÉÎÅÈÁÒÔ ȬΪβ will be teaching 

with the Peace Corps in Eastern Europe. 

$ÅÒÏÎ 7ÉÒÔ ȬΪα is pursuing a Ph.D. in 

clinical psychology at Eastern Michigan 

University. 

4ÉÎÁ 4ÏÂÕÒÅÎ ȬΪβ will begin a Masters 

of Divinity program in pursuit of ordi-

nation at the Gettysburg Theological 

Seminary. 

,ÉÌÌÉÁÎ -ÏÒÅÎÁ ȬΪβ will attend the 

University of Kentucky for her MA in 

school psychology. 

-ÅÇÁÎ %ÂÅÒÌÙ ȬΪβ will study for a MA 

in counselor education with a school 

counseling emphasis at Clemson Uni-

versity. 
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+ÉÒÓÔÅÎ -ÏÒÆÏÒÄ ȬΪβ will be entering 

an occupational therapy program at 

Thomas Jefferson University in Phila-

delphia, PA. 

'ÉÌÌÉÁÎ -ÏÒÆÏÒÄ ȬΪβ will attend Phila-

delphia Biblical University for an MS 

and Licensure in Christian Counseling. 

#ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅ 7ÅÒÎÅÒÔ ȬΪβ is a paralegal 

with Weil, Gotshal, and Manges LLP, 

Washington, DC  

$ÁÖÉÄ (ÁÕÓÅÒ ȬΪβ is a research associ-

ate at the New York City Criminal 

Justice Agency in Manhattan, NY.  

%ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ #ÁÓÁÌÅ ȭΪβ is an Advocate 

Assistant with PinnacleCare Health-

care Advocate, Baltimore, MD. 

!ÌÉÓÏÎ -Ã#ÁÂÅ ȬΪβ is entering a 

Masters of Fine Arts program with an 

emphasis in writing at the University 

of Arizona. 

 

 

 


