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From the Director

Friends of Musselman Library is off to a fine start!
Since we issued our first newsletter in September we have fifty
new friends and eight active volunteers. The volunteers have
set up a book sale alcove on the main floor of the Library and
keep the stock refreshed on a weekly basis.

Many of you auended our first Friends event last
October. Anna Jane Moyer, libranian emeritus at Gerrysburg
College, entertained a nearly standing-room- -only crowd with
a wonderful presentation on L. Frank Baum and the Wizard of
Oz. She brought along the library’s copies of the Oz books
and guests had the oppormunity to examine the first editions up
close. The evening ended with a reception of Emerald Ciry-
inspired refreshments!

Coming up this spring, the Friends will be hosting a
lecture and reception on April 22 in the Lyceum, third floor of
Pennsylvania Hall. Local pediatrician and Civil War researcher
Bradley Hoch will offer an evening of slides and conversation
about Abraham Lincoln in Pennsylvania.

Planning for the fall FOML event is already under-
way. Hanover, Pennsylvania resident, Mancy Leister, an avid
collector of Eisenhower memorabilia, will speak on the "Hu-
man Side of Tke.® Mrs. Leister, whose family knew the
Eisenhowers when growing up, is lending the Library an array
of keepsakes from her own personal collection.

When you stop in this spring make sure you take a
look at the exhibits on the main floor and in Special Collec-
tions. Professor John Commito has lent an impressive collec-
tion of slide rules, ranging from a 2 inch tie tack to 2 seven-foor
specimen suspended from the ceiling. You'll see slide rules in
wood, bamboo, metal, paper and plastic. The display includes
acircular slide rule, commissioned in 1933 by Benito Mussolini.
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ORAL HISTORY:

World War II Vets, Alumni
and Local Residents Tell
Their Stories

Oral History is thriving at Getrysburg College.
For the past dozen years, students in Michael Birkner's His-
tory classes have been conducting oral histories, producing
transcripts and writing reflection essays about their expen-
ences. With some exceptions, this work has been plaud in
Special Collections and is available to researchers.

Birkner's students have focused interviews on such
topics as the 1950s at Gettysburg College; the 19605 at
Gettyshurg; the Henry W. A. Hanson presidency; and *Mak-
ing a Life,” featuring alumni, faculty members, staff and ad-
ministrators. But by far, one of the most popular oral his-
tory projects involves collecting the stories of World War 11
veterans. The collection currently numbers more than 500
interviews and the projects are conunuing.

Why Oral History? “It is a truism that so much
of what matters in people’s life experience never makes it
into history texts,” said Birkner. “Oral histories provide a
grass roots perspective on monumental events, like a war,
enriching and illuminating the textbook version of the World
War I1 experience. By conducting oral histories, students
learn that only 2 small percentage of American men ever saw
combat, but that the stories of non-combatants have their
own value. The same is true of the stories of men and women
on the home front.”

Moving ahead several decades, student interviews
about Gettysburg College in the 1960s have undermined the
common perception of that era as dominated by sex, drugs,
and anti-war protest. “Students recognize that even inaur-
bulent era most individuals focus their daily lives on the
everyday concerns of college srudents—studies, extracurricu-
lar activities, social life, and planning the for the next phase
in their lives,” said Birkner.

The Gettysburg College oral history project pro-
vides many mslg]‘nts and stories not cu m:nl.l}' n Pﬂnl Simi-
larly, the World Wiar IL collection offers a wide range of pri-
mary source material about the American experience from
1939-1945.

Special Collections welcomes gifts of oral history
transcripts of individuals with a Gentysburg College con-
nection, as well as correspondence, photos, and other ob-
jects that complement the oral histones.







