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The 21st Century Library
Welcomes Friends

Robin Wagner, Director

“What does the library of the twenty-first century
look like and how are we going to get there?” As director of
the Geuysburg College Library, this is a question that T ask
all the time. Some say that the modern library is a high-tech
place without books, where customers secking information
access data on the Internet.

ﬁ[ ﬁﬁ'[ EI:I.I'I':I:,_ we ma].-' secm (o bﬂ' ml::\-"mg il'l Lh-il
direction. The students, faculty and 1:::-11'|ml.|.|:1'1t:.r users of the

Ihr.l:r\-' are II'H:TC:I.SII'EE]}' |I'I|C|'C5tl'."d. LIl What ll'lﬂ:r can {Iﬂd.
online, More and more library users are turning to the
Internet for information, theugh not always successfully.

Musselman Library downloaded its first install-
ment of electronic books this fall. Anyone logging into the
Musselman Library catalog, MUSCAT, can search the full
text of an online book, copy and paste relevant passages,
pull up a template for a footnote and produce an electronic
bibliography—all with a few clicks of the mouse. Any Li-
brary user can access one of thousands of enline journals
ranging in discipline from history and literature 1o polinics,
science and the arts. Articles are easy to retrieve and are al-
ways up to date.

Online books, journals and newspapers don't re-
quire special handling. They never have to be shelved. They
are accessible rwenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.
We have even talked about virtual librarians, available day
and night, who can assist with research from remote loca-
tons. Virtwal libranians could conceivably serve users any-
where on the planet. This sounds like the universe of George
Jewson, a popular caroon character of my youth. The idea
of an electronic library is compelling to many.

We are interested in 2 more complex palate and a
more layered environment that offers choice, depth and bal-
ance. We cherish books and jowrnals in hard copy. We think
the impending “death of print™ is highly exaggerated. We
want to offer our users a mix of electronic and print maten-
als. We also want to provide comfortable, inviting spaces to
sit down with a book or the daily newspaper. We want li-
brary users 1o enjoy an art exhibit or examine the treasures
of Special Collections when they visit. We are pleased 1o have
so many old newspapers and documents preserved on mi-
crofilm, and we welcome the historically and genealogically
minded to tap inta these extensive colleetions.

(Contimned on page 4)

A NEW INITIATIVE!

Dave Moore, Friend

This is the inaugural issue of the Friends of
Musselman Library newsletter, which coincides with the start
of a new Friends organization. Chances are that you are al-
ready a community borrower or alumnus of Gettysburg
College. We're also hoping that you are someone who shares
a basic love of books and interest in the arts and letters—
that you're someone who enjoys frequenting bookstores or
it content to curl up in the library with a good book. We
hope you'll consider membership in the Friends, take ad-
vantage of upcoming events and lend a hand to this new or-
EAMIZATION.

The Friends mission is to support the Mussclman
Library as a lively center of information and learning, for all
users, whether students, faculty, or friends. We want cspe-
cially to facilitate the acquisition of new materials like do-
nations of books and artifacts. Friends might assist with the
annual book sale or establish endowments and gift memori-
als to help fund new acquisitions. We wish to increase the
use of the library with such expanded holdings and through
sponsorship of additional cultural events and activities.

Many local residents enjoyed Reverend Fred
Weiser's presentation and exhibit of his collection of wood-
carvings from the Erzgebirge region of Germany. Many also
visited the stunming fazz Age i Paris exhibir, or the marvel-
ous exhibit on Abolitionism last year. We recently partnered
with the Adams County Library to host a series of fascinat-
ing lectures on the Home Front during Warld War 11,

The Special Collections Department, on the fourth
floor of the library, 15 currently exhibiting the intriguing
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