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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT/WALTER CONSUELO LANGSAM (1952-1955) 
Biography: 
Austrian born Walter Consuelo Langsam became Gettysburg College’s eighth president in 1952. 
 He earned his masters and Ph.D. from Columbia University in 1926 and 1930 respectively and 
served on its faculty as professor of history from 1927 to 1938. Langsam made many 
administrative changes immediately upon assuming his presidential duties such as establishing a 
business office, instituting a budget system and creating the position of Dean of Men.  
Unfortunately, controversy erupted during his short administration when faculty accused 
Richard C. Debus, the college’s first business manager, brought on board by Langsam, of 
diverting excessive amounts of monies to buildings and grounds projects, and to the general 
business operations of the college instead of salaries and academic needs. He resigned his post 
in 1955. 
Scope and Content Notes  
The papers of Walter Consuelo Langsam span the period of his short presidency from 1952 to 
1955 and consist primarily of correspondence, general college business, and local, state and 
national committees and associations such as the Gettysburg Women's League, Pennsylvania 
Association of Colleges and Universities and the American Association of University Professors. 
 
Box 1 of 5: 1950-1952  
1-1 Correspondence A to Z 
1-1E Eisenhower, Dwight David, invitation to be Commencement Speaker, June, 1953 and 

letters of regret from Thomas Stephens, Acting Secretary to the President 
1-2 Professional Record, December 1951 
1-3 AAUP 
1-4 AAUW 
1-5 A.T. Gift 
1-6 Administrative Staff 
1-7 Air Force ROTC 
1-8 Curriculum Committee 
1-9 Degree Committee, 1950 
1-10 Faculty 
1-11 Health Committee 
1-12 History Fortenbaugh 
1-13 Inauguration Committee, 1952  
Box 2 of 5: 1952-1953  



2-1 National Committee on Accreditation 
2-2 New York Alumni, 1953 
2-3 Pennsylvania Association of Colleges and Universities 
2-4 ROTC 
2-5 SCA 
2-6 Stencils (photocopies) 
2-7 ULCA 
2-8 Waltemyer -- Bible 
2-9 Woman's League 
2-10 Correspondence 1953-1954 A to Z  

Box 3 of 5: 1953-1955  

3-1 Air Force ROTC, 1953-1954 
3-2 Alpha Tau Omega, 1953-1954 
3-3 American Association of University Professors, 1953-1954 
3-4 Apple, 1953-1954 
3-5 Association of American Colleges, 1953-1954 
3-6 Chapel Dedication, 1953 
3-7 Commencement, 1953 (121st) 
3-8 Hamme (Chapel, Hanson Hall, White House), 1952-1953 
3-9 Hanson Hall, 1950-1952 
3-10 Pai (Sang Myung School, Korea), 1952-1954 
3-11 ROTC, 1953-1954 
3-12 ULCA, 1953-1954 
3-13 Woman's League, 1953-1954 
3-14 Air Force ROTC, 1954-1955 
3-15 Alumni, 1954-1955 
3-16 American Council on Education, 1954-1955 
3-17 Association of American Colleges, 1954-1955 
3-18 Campaign Committee, 1954-1955 
3-19 Commencement, 1954 
3-20 Correspondence, 1954-1955 A to Z 
3-21 Curriculum Committee 
3-22 Faculty Children's Tuition Exchange Plan, 1952-1953 
3-23 Faithful Fifty, 1952-1953 
3-24 Foundation for Independent Colleges, 1954-1955 
3-25 Fraternity Handbook (University of Delaware), 1954-1955  

Box 4 of 5: 1954-1976  

4-1 Joint Planning Committee, 1957 
4-2 Masters Programs Standards 
4-3 Middle State Report, 1954 
4-4 National Commission on Accrediting 
4-5 Pennsylvania Association of Colleges and Universities 



4-6 ROTC 
4-7 Stine Hall: Ground Breaking Ceremony, 2/19/55 
4-8 Trustees Nominating Committee, 1951-1953 
4-9 ULCA 
4-10 Woman's League 
4-11 World Council Meeting at Evanston, IL, 1953-1954 
4-12 Misc. correspondence (1953-1976) from Presidents Langsam, Paul and C.A. Hanson 

Box 5 of 5: Langsam Material Found in the Henry W.A. Hanson Collection  
5-1 Administrative 1955 
5-2 Audits-Reports 1953-4 
5-3 Building & Grounds 1953-5 
5-4 Business Manager 1952-55 
5-5 Chaplain 1954-6 
5-6 Curriculum Committee 1955 
5-7 Exec and Finance 1952-1955 
5-8 Board Actions and Elections 1952-1955 
5-9 Building Fund Campaign 
5-10 Finance Committee 1952-1955 
5-11 Fraternities 1953-1954 
5-12 Infirmary 1955 
5-13Inauguration Langsam 10/25/52 
5-14 National Lutheran Educational Conference – 42nd Annual Convention 1956 
5-15 New President 1955-56 
5-16 Pensions 1953-1956 
5-17 Report for Meeting 6/4/55 
5-18 Student Directory 1954 
5-19 Synodical Relations 1954-5 
5-20 Utilization of Space 1955 
5-21 Will – CMA Stine June 4, 1954 
5-22 Misc 1954-1955 
5-23 Middle States Evaluation March, 1954 and Progress Reports  
 
 


