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Provenance 
 
This collection consists of items both purchased and donated from Harold A. Dunkelberger’s 
estate.  Working thought Library Director, Robin Wagner, throughout the summer of 2013, 
Harold R. Dunkelberger donated the bulk of the material including his father’s research and 
travel papers and departmental records which were separated and added to the Department of 
Religion records.  Donated materials also included books and a stole.  Items from Betty 
Dunkelberger’s involvement with the formation of the Alpha Delta Pi sorority were also 
included in the original donation.  Additional items were given by Harold R. Dunkelberger, 
through Robin Wagner, at intervals over the summer and included diplomas and a relief 
sculpture (possibly from India).    
 
During the estate auction items were purchased for the collection including one of 
Dunkelberger’s footlockers from his time in the Army and multiple shoe boxes full of family 
letters.  These letters were written to and from members of the Dunkelberger, Rebert, and 
Lightner families and date from the 1890s through the 1950s.  A scrapbook containing photos 
of the Aberly and Dunkelberger families, including many from their missionary work in India, 
was loaned to Special Collections following the auction.  It was photographed and is included 
here on DVD and as a print out of the digital surrogate.   
   
Biography 
 
Harold Aberly Dunkelberger was born on May 9, 1915, in Bangalore, India, to Christian 
missionaries Rev. Dr. Roy and Amy (Aberly) Dunkelberger.  After living in India with his parents 
for his early childhood, Harold spent his youth living in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania with his 
grandparents, Dr. John and Alice Strauss Aberly, and his sister, Lida.  Dr. John Aberly was a 
graduate of Gettysburg College class of 1888 and Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg 
1889 and served as a missionary to India before becoming president of the Seminary in 1926, a 
post he would hold until 1940.   
 
Harold Dunkelberger attended the Gettysburg Academy and went on to earn a degree in 
English from Gettysburg College, graduating summa cum laude 1936.  He was a member of Phi 
Sigma Kappa, Phi Beta Kappa, and Der Deutsche Verein.  During his senior year, he served as 
the president of both Eta Sigma Phi, the National Honorary Classics Fraternity, and Tau Kappa 
Alpha, the National Honorary Forensic Fraternity.  The 1937 Spectrum lists his participation in 



organizations including the tennis team, rifle team, debating club, and orchestra at different 
times during his college career.  While attending Gettysburg, Dunkelberger was recognized with 
the Muhlenberg Freshman Prize, the Brewer Greek Prize, and the Garver Greek Prize.   
 
He would continue his studies at the Lutheran Theological Seminary, from which he graduated 
in 1939, before going on to earn his doctorate in theology from Columbia University in 1950.  In 
1962 he completed a post-doctoral study at Oxford University in England, and in 1979 he was 
presented with an honorary degree from Susquehanna University.  
 
Following his marriage to Betty Rebert of Newport, PA in 1940, Harold Dunkelberger became 
the pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Mechanicsburg, PA in 1941.  He served as an Army Air 
Corps chaplain in World War II from 1942 to 1946, after which he resumed his post in 
Mechanicsburg.  After the completion of his doctoral degree in 1950, Dunkelberger was hired 
as an associate professor of Biblical Literature and Religion at his alma mater, Gettysburg 
College.  He served as the College’s Director of Development and Alumni relations beginning in 
1958 before being promoted to professor of Religion in 1960.  Three years later he was elected 
head of the Religion Department, a position he would hold until his retirement in 1983.  
Dunkelberger also served as a College Marshal from 1972 to 1983, and in 1979 he was 
appointed the College’s Director of Church Relations.  In 1978 he published One Body We: A 
History of the Central Pennsylvania Synod, 1938 – 1978, a study on the Lutheran Church in 
Pennsylvania. After his retirement he was presented with the Lindback Foundation Award for 
Distinguished Teaching, and in 1991 he was recognized by the Gettysburg College Alumni 
Association with the Meritorious Service Award. Following his retirement, he remained a 
professor emeritus of the Religious Studies Department.    
 
Harold Dunkelberger was active in the community throughout his life.  He was a member of 
several organizations including the Rotary Club, serving as the president of the Gettysburg 
chapter from 1957 to 1958 and the Governor of Rotary District 739 from 1972 to 1973.  
Dunkelberger was a thirty-third degree Mason and held several leadership positions within this 
association, as well as serving as a board member for the Adams County United Way and 
Adams County Office for the Aging and president of the Senior Adult Community Theater 
Society of Adams County.  He was involved with administrative aspects of Gettysburg College 
and the Lutheran Church, attending and helping to plan several conferences based on 
guidelines for Lutheran higher education.  He traveled extensively in order to complete 
research for his academic work, visiting India, Japan, and China, as well as several countries in 
Europe and Africa.  Dunkelberger also traveled with his family, visiting locations such as 
Germany with his wife Betty and their two children, Harold “Hal” R. Dunkelbergerand Lida 
Dunkelberger.   
 
Betty Rebert Dunkelberger was born in March of 1915 to Clarence H. and Grace Lightner Rebert 
of Newport, Pennsylvania.  She attended Newport High School and graduated first in her class 
before attending Wilson College in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania from 1933 to 1937.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
She graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Teaching and worked for the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, first in the Treasury Department and later in the Department of the Auditor 



General.  After her marriage in 1940, she moved to Mechanicsburg, PA, with Harold, where she 
was active in civic organizations including the Junior Women’s Club.  She later worked as a 
substitute teacher in the Gettysburg Area School District while Harold was employed at the 
College.  She was a member of the board of directors within several organizations including the 
American Association of University Women and the Medical College of Pennsylvania, and she 
served as an advisor for the Alpha Delta Pi sorority.                          
  
Following Harold’s retirement in 1983, the Dunkelbergers continued living in Gettysburg until 
Betty’s death in march of 2000.  Harold Dunkelberger passed away on October22, 2012.  
 
Scope and Content Notes 
 
This collection includes materials relating to Harold A. Dunkelberger’s life and work in relation 
to Gettysburg College and the Lutheran Church, as well as his personal and family relationships.  
It contains notes and records used while he was a professor in and later head of the Religion 
Department, as well as information about aspects of College administration and alumni 
relations in which he was involved. Additionally, Gettysburg College publications for events with 
which Dunkelberger was not directly connected are present in the collection.  Academic 
correspondence with faculty at Gettysburg and other institutions is included, as well as several 
pieces Dunkelberger reviewed prior to publication.  Planning materials and minutes from a 
variety of conferences attended by Dunkelberger make up one series, as does memorabilia 
from the travels he undertook as part of his work.  
 
The collection also contains a great deal of information about Dunkelberger’s personal 
experiences and family history.  There is little material available about his time studying at 
Gettysburg College, but some relating to his alumni status is present.  Information about his 
community involvement before and after his retirement can be found within the collection, as 
can a record of Betty Dunkelberger’s extensive participation in community service and her 
family history.  Photographs and photocopies of newspaper articles primarily concerning Harold 
A. Dunkelberger and members of his family each have their own series; photographs date from 
approximately the 1930s to the 1990s and newspaper articles date from approximately 1916 to 
2000.  Personal correspondence forms a substantial part of the collection.  The letters included 
were primarily written between Harold and Betty (Rebert) Dunkelberger, but the collection 
includes the correspondence of Betty’s relatives of the Rebert and Lightner families.  
 
The collection offers a broad biographical picture of Harold A. Dunkelberger, though 
information about his life prior to his graduation from Gettysburg College in 1936 is scarcer.  It 
gives insight to the operations of the College, particularly its Religion Department, from about 
1960 to 1983.  From studying the collection, one is able to draw conclusions about the history 
of the Dunkelberger, Aberly, Rebert, and Lightner families, as well as relationships between 
individuals connected to Dunkelberger himself.  Overall, it provides a depiction of the active life 
of Harold A. Dunkelberger and his contributions to the institutions he served.      
More information about Harold A. Dunkelberger and his family is available in several locations.  
Special Collections holds transcripts of five interviews conducted with Dunkelberger during the 



1990s and 2000s.  In these interviews Dunkelberger discusses topics including his early life and 
family, attendance at Gettysburg College, teaching and administrative experience working for 
the College, and involvement in the Rotary Club of Gettysburg.   
 
Information about the life and works of Dr. John Aberley, grandfather of Harold Dunkelberger, 
can be found in The Diary of Rev. Dr. John Aberly: The India Years 1889 to 1923 and Gettysburg 
and the Call to Mission in India, both by Samuel W. Schmitthenner.  A manuscript collection of 
materials belonging to Dr. John Aberley, including diaries and papers, is available at the Abdel 
Ross Wentz Library of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg.  
 
 
Series Description 
 
The collection is divided into eleven series: 1. College Administration, 2. Teaching and Academic 
Work, 3. Church, 4. Conferences, 5. Travel, 6. Betty Dunkelberger, 7. Personal Life and Family, 8. 
College Events and Information, 9. Photographs, 10. Newspapers, and 11. Letters.  
 
Series 1: College Administration 
This series includes materials regarding Gettysburg College events that Harold Dunkelberger 
was directly involved in the planning and execution of.  It includes information on the 
Leadership & Special Gifts Committee, Fund Raising, Reunions and Alumni Weekends, Class 
Giving Records, Commencements, Alumni Awards, and other events and committees.  
  
Series 2: Teaching and Academic Work 
The series contains materials directly related to Dunkelberger’s advanced studies and activities 
as a professor and department head at Gettysburg College.  It includes thesis work, academic 
papers he helped to review, class syllabi and notes, professorial evaluations, and academic and 
interdepartmental correspondence.    
 
Series 3: Church 
The series is comprised of materials related to Dunkelberger’s work with the Lutheran Church 
before, during, and after his employment at Gettysburg College.  It includes literature on the 
administration of Protestant colleges, documents about the Gettysburg Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg, history of the Lutheran Church and the Central Pennsylvania Synod, 
religious services, and information connected to Dunkelberger’s service as a chaplain in World 
War II.  
 
Series 4: Conferences 
The series includes materials from conferences that Dunkelberger attended or helped to plan.  
The conferences all have to do with academic administration or religion, and in most cases, 
both.  They include the National Congress on Church-Related Colleges & Universities, American 
Academy of Religion, Society of Biblical Literature, Association of Lutheran College Faculties, 
the Danforth Foundation, and the Lutheran Educational Conference of North America (LECNA), 



as well as several smaller conferences.  Also included are publications by these associations, 
some of which Dunkelberger helped to produce.  
 
Series 5: Travel 
This series contains materials having to do with the numerous trips and tours Dunkelberger 
took while working as a professor at Gettysburg College as well as during his retirement. Much 
of this travel was completed while Dunkelberger was on sabbatical, allowing him to complete 
research that would later be used in his academic work.  Dunkelberger was usually 
accompanied by his family, but in some cases he led groups of students.  Specific dates are 
difficult to identify as Dunkelberger typically visited several countries during each of his tours.  
The series is comprised of materials from the following trips: Europe and India, 1962; Hong 
Kong and China, 1966; Japan, 1967; Japan and Taiwan, 1969; India and Africa, 1969.  Some 
miscellaneous and undated travel documents and information is included as well.   
 
Series 5, Sub-Series 1. Reports 
The sub-series includes a small amount of material in which Dunkelberger reported on his 
travels.  The majority of the reports are connected to his paper, “The Religions of India’s 
Outcastes.”  
 
Series 5, Sub-Series 2. Travel Diaries 
The sub-series is comprised of Dunkelberger’s daily planners and accompanying itineraries and 
mementos from the following trips: Europe and India, 1962; Japan, 1967; India and Africa, 
1969.  
 
Series 6: Betty Dunkelberger 
This series includes materials relating to the personal and professional life of Harold 
Dunkelberger’s wife Betty Rebert Dunkelberger.  It contains information about her attendance 
and alumna status at Wilson College, family history research and related correspondence, and 
her work with the Medical College of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Board, Alpha Delta Pi, the 
American Association of University Women, and the International Federation of University 
Women.   
 
Series 7: Personal Life and Family  
The series is comprised of materials having to do with Harold Dunkelberger’s attendance and 
alumni status at Gettysburg College, his personal activities, and the Dunkelberger family.  It 
includes correspondence, commencement programs, College and alumni newsletters, 
information on his honorary degree from Susquehanna University, Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Sigma 
Kappa, his work as the Class of 1936 correspondent, and the family’s 1980 and 1984 vacations 
to Oberammergau, Germany.  
 
Series 8: College Events and Information 
This series contains materials related to Gettysburg College that do not specifically have to do 
with Harold Dunkelberger.  The information dates from the 1970s to the 1990s and includes 
College brochures, programs from musical performances, inauguration of the College president, 



art exhibitions, lectures, the Center for Public Service, and the 1990 Eisenhower Centennial 
Celebration.  
 
Series 9: Photographs 
This series contains photographs dating from approximately the 1930s to the 1990s, the 
majority of which depict Harold Dunkelberger. The photographs are related to Dukelberger’s 
work with the Lutheran Church and Gettysburg College, his travel abroad, and his community 
involvement.  
 
Series 10: Newspapers 
The series is comprised of photocopies of newspaper articles dating from October, 1916 to July 
13, 2000.  The majority of the articles were originally published in The Gettysburg Times and 
have to do with the life and work of Harold Dunkelberger and his immediate family.  Older 
articles provide context about the history of the Aberly, Lightner, Rebert, and Dunkelberger 
families.  
 
Series 11: Letters    
This series includes the personal correspondence of Harold Dunkelberger, Betty Rebert 
Dunkelberger, and the Lightner and Rebert families.  It is divided into sub-series based upon 
recipient and date.   
 
Series 11, Sub-Series 1: Letters to Harold Dunkelberger from Betty Rebert Dunkelberger 
Letters within this sub-series date from approximately 1930 to 1937 and cover the majority of 
Harold and Betty’s relationship preceding their marriage.  Betty discusses her own and Harold’s 
years in high school and college, as well as her search for a job and his concurrent attendance 
at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg.  
 
Series 11, Sub-Series 2: Letters to Betty Rebert Dunkelberger  
Letters in this sub-series are addressed to Betty Rebert Dunkelberger by a variety of 
correspondents, with Harold Dunkelberger and Grace Lightner Rebert appearing most often.  
The majority of the documents date from approximately 1930 to 1942, covering Betty’s years in 
high school and college, her post-graduate employment, and her separation from Harold during 
his doctoral study at Columbia University following their marriage.  
 
Series 11, Sub-Series 3: Letters to Grace Lightner Rebert 
This sub-series includes letters addressed to Betty Rebert Dunkelberger’s mother, Grace.  They 
date from approximately 1895 to 1957, with the majority of the letters predating her marriage 
to Clarence H. Rebert in 1904.  Correspondents include her brother, Harry A. Lightner, her 
cousin, Lida, and a variety of beaux including Clarence.  The majority of the later letters were 
written by Betty during her attendance at Wilson College and following her marriage.  Bulk 
dates for the sub-series are March and April, 1915, offering congratulations at Betty’s birth, and 
November, 1935, sending condolences at Clarence’s death.    

 
Series 11, Sub-Series 4: Letters to the Lightner Family 



Letters in this sub-series date from approximately 1898 to 1929.  They are addressed to various 
members of the Lightner family, including Harry A. Lightner, Grace’s brother; I. Newton 
Lightner, her father; and Elizabeth A. Lightner, her mother.   
 
Series 11, Sub-Series 5: Letters to Clarence H. Rebert 
This sub-series contains letters addressed to Clarence H. Rebert, dating from approximately 
1899 to 1930.  The majority of the letters were written by Grace Lightner Rebert and predate 
their marriage in 1904.  
 
See Also:  
John Aberly (1867 – 1963) Manuscript Collection, Abdel Ross Wentz Library, Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg.  Includes five boxes of diaries dated 1884-1952 and 8 
boxes of partially sorted papers.  
 
Box 1 
Series 1: College Administration 
1-1 Leadership and Special Gifts Committee, 1958 
1-2 Fund Raising Survey Report, 1958-1959 
1-3 Reunions and Alumni Weekends, 1960-1983 
1-4 Class Giving Records, 1974-1975 
1-5 Convocation, Commencement, and Baccalaureate, 1981-1983 
1-6 Charter Day Convocation, 1982 
1-7 Alumni Awards, 1982-1983 
 
Series 2: Teaching and Academic Work 
2-1 Philosophy Doctorate Thesis, 1950 (2 folders) 
2-2 Academic Correspondence, 1950-1979 
2-3 Reviewed Papers (2 folders) 
2-4 Dunkelberger’s Biography of Samuel Simon Schmucker 
2-5 Activities As Professor, 1960-1971  
2-6 Religious Studies Department Head, 1967-1980 
2-7 Syllabi and Class Notes, 1979-1982 
2-8 Evaluations, 1980-1982 
2-9 Retirement, 1982-1983 
 
Series 3: Church 
3-1 Information on Administration of Lutheran Colleges (3 folders) 
3-2 Lutheran Theological Seminary, 1976-2000 
3-3 World War II Chaplaincy, 1944-1948 
3-4 History of the Lutheran Church, 1955-1977 
3-5 Religious Work, 1957-1987 
3-6 Religious Services, 1960-1998 
3-7 Lutheran Church Administration, 1962-1998 



3-8 Dunkelberger’s History of the Central Pennsylvania Synod, 1978-1987 
 
Series 4: Conferences 
4-1 The Society of Biblical Literature General Meeting, 1964 
4-2 Informal Conference on Slides and Tapes on South Indian Religion, 1972 
4-3 Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting, 1972 
4-4 Workshop in Medical and Biological Ethics, 1976 
4-5 Gettysburg College: Liberal Education Today, 1977 
4-6 A Profile of Private Liberal Arts Colleges, 1977 
4-7 Conference on Discovering Values, 1979 
4-8 National Congress on Church-Related Colleges and Universities Publications, 

1980 
4-9 Association of Lutheran College Faculties Conference, 1981 
 
 
Box 2 
Series 4: Conferences (continued) 
4-10 American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting 
4-11 Commission on Interracial Cooperation 
4-12 The Danforth Foundation, 1971-1972 
4-13 The Danforth Foundation 1976-1979 
4-14 The Danforth Foundation Allegheny Regional Conference, 1980 
4-15 The Danforth Foundation, 1980-1982 
4-16 Lutheran Educational Conference of North America (LECNA) Annual Meeting, 

1980 
4-17 LECNA Publications, 1976-1988 
4-18 LECNA Publications, 1992-1996 
4-19 LECNA History Project Committee, 1980-1981 
4-20 LECNA History Project Committee, 1982 
4-21 LECNA History Project Committee, 1983-1984 
4-22 LECNA History Project Committee, 1985 
4-23 LECNA History Project Committee, 1986 
4-24 Draft: Lutheran Higher Education in North America, Chapters 1-5 
4-25 Draft: Lutheran Higher Education in North America, Chapters 6-8 
4-26 Draft: Lutheran Higher Education in North America, Chapters 9-10 
4-27 Draft: Lutheran Higher Education in North America, Chapters 11-12 
4-28 Draft: Lutheran Higher Education in North America, Chapters 13-15 
4-29 Draft: Lutheran Higher Education in North America, Chapters 16-17 
 
Series 5: Travel 
5-1 Asia Research and Travel Information, 1941-1966 
5-2 1962 Tour Planning  



5-3 1962 Tour Research 
5-4 1962 Tour Memorabilia 
5-5  Hong Kong 1966 Research with Photographs 
5-6 Hong Kong 1966 Memorabilia 
5-7 China 1966 Research 
5-8 China 1966 Memorabilia 
 
 
Box 3 
Series 5: Travel (continued) 
5-9 China 1966 Photographs  
5-10 Japan 1967 Planning 
5-11 Japan 1967 Research (2 folders) 
5-12 Japan 1967 International House Information 
5-13 Japan 1967 Memorabilia (2 folders) 
5-14 Hong Kong 1967 
5-15 Japan 1969 Planning 
5-16 Japan 1969 Research 
5-17 Japan 1969 Memorabilia (2 folders) 
5-18 Japan 1967 and 1969 Photographs 
5-19 India/Africa 1969 Planning 
5-20 India/Africa 1969 Research 
5-21 India/Africa 1969 Memorabilia (2 folders) 
5-22 India 1975/1976 Planning 
Loose materials pertaining to Series 5 located in Box 11.  
Series 5, Sub-Series 1: Reports 
5-SS1-1 Japan 1967 
5-SS1-2 The Religions of India’s Outcastes (2 folders) 
  
Series 5, Sub-Series 2: Travel Diaries  
5-SS2-1 1962 Tour of Europe and India 
5-SS2-2 Japan 1967 
 
 
Box 4 of 10 
Series 5, Sub-Series 2: Travel Diaries (continued) 
5-SS2-3 India/Africa 1969 
 
Series 6: Betty Dunkelberger 
6-1 Wilson College 
6-2 American Association of University Women/International Federation of 

University Women 
6-3 Alpha Delta Pi 



6-4 Medical College of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Board (2 folders) 
6-5 Family History Research and Daughters of the American Revolution Application 
6-6 Notes and Writings of Grace Lightner Rebert (inc. coded poem) 
6-7 Rebert and Lightner Family Memorabilia (2 folders) 
6-8 Retirement 
6-9 Panoramic photograph of “Personnel Auditor General’s Dept. State Capital 

Harrisburg, PA. Nov. 5 – 1937 (located in panoramic photographs box in 
processing room) 

 
Series 7: Personal Life and Family 
7-1 Commencement and Baccalaureate, 1933-1938 
7-2 Family Events 
7-3 Religious Materials 
7-4 Personal Correspondence 
7-5 Alumni Information, 1971-1998 
7-6 Honorary Degree from Susquehanna University, 1979 
7-7 Phi Beta Kappa, 1982-1998 
7-8 Phi Sigma Kappa, Rho Deuteron, 1998 
7-9 Class of 1936 Correspondent, 1998-2000 
7-10 Lida Dunkelberger- College Research and Attendance 
7-11 Oberammergau Guidebook 
7-12 Oberammergau 1980 
7-13 Oberammergau Tour 1984- Planning 
7-14 Oberammergau Tour 1984- Memorabilia (2 folders) 
7-15 Arizona Travel Information 
7-16 Rotary Club 
7-17 Eisenhower Centennial Celebration, 1990 
Loose materials pertaining to Series 7 located in Boxes 11 and 12.  
 
 
Box 5 
Series 8: College Events and Information 
8-1 College Information, 1980s 
8-2 Musical Performances, 1976-1989 
8-3 Administrative Events, 1978-1982 
8-4 Art Exhibitions, 1982-1990 
8-5 Lectures, 1988-1999 
8-6 Center for Public Service, 1994-1996 
 
Series 9: Photographs 
Folder 1 
9-1 Group photo of “L. L. T. C.” including young Harold Dunkelberger, ca. 1920s-

1930s 



9-2 Portrait of young Harold Dunkelberger, ca. 1930s 
9-3 Harold Dunkelberger with children’s choir, Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Mechanicsburg, ca. 1940s 
9-4 Harold Dunkelberger with children’s choir, Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Mechanicsburg, ca. 1940s 
9-5 Harold Dunkelberger with children’s choir, Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Mechanicsburg, ca. 1940s 
9-6 Harold Dunkelberger with children’s choir, Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Mechanicsburg, ca. 1940s 
9-7 Harold Dunkelberger with children’s choir, Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Mechanicsburg, ca. 1940s 
9-8 Postcard, interior of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Mechanicsburg, ca. 

1940s (3 copies) 
9-9 Interior of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Mechanicsburg, ca. 1940s 
9-10 Harold Dunkelberger with children’s choir, Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Mechanicsburg, ca. 1940s 
9-11 Harold Dunkelberger and another man presenting check, ca. 1950s 
9-12 Portrait of Harold Dunkelberger, ca. 1950s 
9-13 Portrait of Harold Dunkelberger, ca. 1950s 
9-14 Portrait of Harold Dunkelberger, ca. 1950s 
9-15 Harold Dunkelberger presenting check with another man and woman, ca. 1960s 
9-16 Harold Dunkelberger with three other men, ca. 1960s 
9-17 Harold Dunkelberger with three other men outside Apple Hall, ca. 1960s 
9-18 Photograph possibly from trip to India, ca. 1960s 
9-19 Harold and Hal Dunkelberger at United States Information Agency reading room, 

Guntur, India; explanatory letter included, 1962 
9-20  Harold Dunkelberger and others at College presentation, ca. 1960s 
9-21 Woman at a dance or party (possibly Homecoming Queen?) ca. 1960s 
9-22 Group of men at Oxford University, ca. 1960s 
 
Folder 2 
9-23 Harold Dunkelberger at the Lions’ Club, ca. 1970s 
9-24 Harold Dunkleberger in his office, ca. 1977 
9-25 Harold Dunkelberger in academic dress, ca. 1970s 
9-26 Harold Dunkelberger receiving honorary degree at Susquehanna University, 

1979 
9-27 Harold Dunkelberger receiving honorary degree at Susquehanna University, 

1979 
9-28 Harold Dunkelberger receiving honorary degree at Susquehanna University, 

1979 
9-29 Harold Dunkelberger receiving honorary degree at Susquehanna University, 

1979 
9-30 Harold Dunkelberger with Dr. and Mrs. William Waltemyer at Homecoming, 



1973 
9-31 Harold Dunkelberger with Dr. and Mrs. William Waltemyer at Homecoming, 

1973 
9-32 Harold Dunkelberger with Dr. and Mrs. William Waltemyer at Homecoming, 

1973 
9-33 Harold Dunkelberger at portrait unveiling, ca. 1980s 
9-34 Harold and Betty Dunkelberger with Dr. Cooke and Sandra Osler, Medical 

College of Pennsylvania event, May 9, 1978 
9-35 Harold Dunkelberger officiating church service, ca. 1980s 
9-36 Group of people in India, ca. 1982 
9-37 Unveiling of Portrait of Dr. John Aberly at University in India, July 18, 1982 

Possibly shows Hal Dunkelberger 
Explanatory note included  

9-38 Harold and Betty Dunkelberger on vacation, February 1983 
9-39 Harold Dunkelberger and group with ROTC student, April 1987 (2 copies) 
9-40 Harold Dunkelberger with Cadet George G. Cravarits, Jr. and family, Mount St. 

Mary’s College, April 26, 1990 
9-41 Harold Dunkelberger, ca. 1980s 
9-42 Harold Dunkelberger with group of Masons, April 1983 
9-43 Harold and Betty Dunkelberger with a student, ca. 1990s 
9-44 Vacation photo, ca. 1990s 
9-45 Harold Dunkelberger on Vacation, ca. 1990s 
 
Series 10: Newspapers 
All articles from The Gettysburg Times unless otherwise noted 
 
Folder 1, 1916-1958 
10-1 “Verdict Not Guilty Quickly Rendered: W. C. Fickes Acquitted Yesterday in 

Dauphin County Court.  Held on Charge Manslaughter”  
October, 1916 

10-2  “1863 – Lincoln’s Address at Gettysburg – 1927” 
November 19, 1927 

10-3 “Mrs. Lightner Expires Today” (annotated “Grandmother’s obituary”) 
February 5, 1930 

10-4 “Obituary: C. H. Rebert” (annotated “Obituary of Clarence H. Rebert”) 
The Weekly News-Sun, Newport, PA 
Thursday, November 14, 1935 

10-5 “Dr. Aberly ends Presidency of Seminary Here” 
Thursday, August 1, 1940 
(2 sheets) 

10-6 “Honor New Members of Jr. Woman’s Club” 
The Evening News, Harrisburg, PA 
February 8, 1942 



10-7  “Mrs. J. Aberly Expires After Long Illness” 
August 3, 1942 

10-8 “Aberly Rites are Held Today” 
August 4, 1942 

10-9 “Chaplain Reviews 65th Fliers” 
The Post-Standard, Syracuse, NY 
Sunday, October 17, 1943 

10-10 “Club to Purchase Rings for Center”  
The Evening News, Harrisburg, PA 
Saturday, April 15, 1950 

10-11 “Farewell Party Tonight for Dunkelberger”  
Daily Local News, Mechanicsburg, PA 
Tuesday, October 10, 1950 

10-12 “New President of Sub-League Named Tuesday” 
May 7, 1952 

10-13 “Aide Appointed for President of Gettysburg” 
The Evening News, Harrisburg, PA 
Monday, April 14, 1958 

 
 
Folder 2, 1962-1983 
10-14 “Nominating Report” 

 Thursday, January 18, 1962 
10-15 Photograph: Harold Dunkelberger speaks at Bendersville Memorial Day exercises 

Monday, May 27, 1963 
10-16 Photograph: “College Contribution” 

Wednesday, October 23, 1963 
10-17 “Dr. John Aberly, 96, For 14 Years President of Seminary Here, Dies Today” 

December 21, 1963 
10-18 “Out of the Past” 

January 3, 1968 
10-19 “New Marshal for College” 

Wednesday, May 19, 1971 
10-20 “UF Presents Service Awards” 

Tuesday, January 18, 1972 
(2 sheets) 

10-21 Photograph, Gettysburg Religion Department 
Monday, May 8, 1972 

10-22 Photograph, Gettysburg Religion Department 
Saturday, April 14, 1973 

10-23 “SU to give five honorary degrees”  
The Daily Item, Sunbury, PA 
Monday, May 21, 1979 



10-24 “Dunkelberger Gets Honorary Dr. Degree”  
Wednesday, May 23, 1979 

10-25 Photograph: “Doctorate Conferred”  
Thursday, May 31, 1979 

10-26 “Muriel Rice is Named Trustee By College; Paterno is Speaker”  
Monday, June 4, 1979 

10-27 “Dr. Dunkelberger is Named Church Relations Director”  
Thursday, July 19, 1979 

10-28 “College Picks Chief of Church Relations” 
The Patriot, Harrisburg, PA 
Saturday, August 4, 1979 

10-29 “Gov. Thornburgh Draws Parallels Between Today’s Problems and Those of Ike’s 
Day” 
Wednesday, January 23, 1980 
(2 sheets) 

10-30 “Charter Day Convocation Marks Close of Sesquicentennial Week”  
The Gettysburgian 
April 7, 1982 
(2 sheets) 

10-31 “Masonic tribute to Dunkelberger slated at dinner” 
The Evening News, Harrisburg, PA 
Wednesday, January 12, 1983 

10-32 “Gettysburg Bids Farewell to Five Faculty Members” 
The Gettysburgian 
May 16, 1983 

 
Folder 3, 1991-2000 
10-33 “Acts—for those who enjoy the theater”  

Tuesday, April 2, 1991 
10-34 “Gettysburg College to present alumni awards” 

Thursday, May 30, 1991 
10-35 Photograph: “Acts Ensemble”  

Friday, April 2, 1993 
10-36 Photograph: “Outstanding Citizen”  

Tuesday, April 19, 1994 
10-37 Photograph: “Woman’s Club Donation”  

Friday, January 13, 1995 
10-38 Photograph: “Visiting Belorussian Member of Parliament” 

Friday, October 11, 1995 
10-39 Letter to the Editor: “Let’s patronize our local stores”  

Thursday, December 21, 1995 
10-40 “Knights Templar hold annual memorial service featuring ‘ties that bond—bonds 

that unite’”  



Monday, August 25, 1997 
10-41 Photograph: “Awards”  

Friday, October 18, 1997 
10-42 Photograph: “Woman’s Club”  

Friday, September 11, 1998 
10-43 Photograph, Harold and Betty Dunkelberger  

Saturday, October 23, 1999 
10-44 Photograph: “Senior Acts”  

Wednesday, June 21, 2000 
10-45 “Award presented posthumously”  

Thursday, July 13, 2000 
 
Folder 4, Undated 
10-46 Obituary: “Mrs. Alberta Rebert”  

ca. 1920s 
10-47 “The young people’s club meeting” 

ca. 1930s 
10-48 “Expect to Occupy First Floor of Community Center Building”  

ca. 1940s 
10-49 Photograph: Gettysburg Alumni Welcome New Students”  

ca. 1950s 
10-50 “Knights Hold Annual Rites Here Sunday”  

ca. 1970s 
10-51 “Local AAUW to  Host PA. Convention”  

ca. 1980s 
10-52  Photograph: “AAUW Officers”  

ca. 1990 
10-53  Photograph: “Someone Special”  

ca. 1990s 
 
 
Box 6 
Series 11: Letters 
Sub-series 1: Letters to Harold Dunkelberger from Betty Rebert Dunkelberger 
11-SS1-1 1930 - 1933 
11-SS1-2 undated (ca. 1930 – 1933) 
11-SS1-3 1933 – 1937 (during Betty’s attendance at Wilson College) 
11-SS1-4 undated (ca. 1933 – 1937, during Betty’s attendance at Wilson College) 

(continued in Box 2) 
 
Box 7 
Sub-Series 1: Letters to Harold Dunkelberger from Betty Rebert Dunkelberger 
11-SS1-4 undated (ca. 1933 – 1937, during Betty’s attendance at Wilson College) 



(continued) 
11-SS1-5 1937 – 1938 (following Betty’s graduation from Wilson College) 
11-SS1-6 undated (ca. 1937 – 1938, following Betty’s graduation from Wilson College) 
11-SS1-7 undated greeting cards 
 
Box 8 
Sub-Series 2: Letters to Betty Rebert Dunkelberger 
11-SS2-1 1915 – 1931 

Major Correspondents: Friends and family members 
11-SS2-2 1933 – 1934 

Major Correspondents: Harold Dunkelberger 
11-SS2-3 1935 

Major Correspondents: Harold Dunkelberger 
Bulk Dates: November, 1935 (Death of Clarence Rebert) 

11-SS2-4 1936 
Major Correspondents: Grace Lightner Rebert 

11-SS2-5 1937 
Major Correspondents: Grace Lightner Rebert and Harold Dunkelberger 

11-SS2-6 1941 – 1942 
Major Correspondents: Harold Dunkelberger 

11-SS2-7 undated (ca. 1933 – 1937, during Betty’s attendance at Wilson College) 
from Harold Dunkelberger 

11-SS2-8 undated (ca. 1933 – 1937, during Betty’s attendance at Wilson College) 
from Grace Lightner Rebert 

11-SS2-9 undated (ca. post-1940) 
from Harold Dunkelberger 

11-SS2-9 undated 
from miscellaneous/unknown correspondents  

 
Box 9 
Sub-Series 3: Letters to Grace Lightner Rebert 
11-SS3-1 1895 - 1900 
11-SS3-2 1901 
11-SS3-3 1902 
11-SS3-4 1903 
11-SS3-5 1904 
11-SS3-6 1905 
 
Box 10 
Sub-Series 3: Letters to Grace Lightner Rebert (continued) 
11-SS3-7 1908 - 1915 
11-SS3-8 1927 - 1929 
11-SS3-9 1930 - 1935 



11-SS3-10 1935 - 1936 
11-SS3-11 1937 - 1957 
11-SS3-12 undated 
 
Sub-Series 4: Letters to the Lightner Family 
11-SS4-1 1898 - 1929 
Sub-Series 5: Letters to Clarence H. Rebert 
11-SS5-1 1899 - 1903 
11-SS5-2 1904 - 1930 
 
Box 11 
Series 5: Travel 
5-loose 
items 

publications related to travel and religion within India 

Series 7: Personal Life and Family 
7-loose 
items 

1893 Gettysburg College Spectrum 

 
Box 12 
Series 7: Personal Life and Family 
7-loose 
items 

Gettysburg Bullets pin  

7-loose 
items 

1956 Gettysburg College Alumni Meritorious Service Award presented to John 
Aberly ‘88 

7-loose 
items 

Plaster relief sculpture from India 

7-loose 
items 

Stole from Dunkelberger’s service in the Army during WWII 

7-loose 
items 

Diplomas and honorary degrees earned by Roy Dunkelberger, Harold 
Dunkelberger, and John Aberly from Gettysburg College, Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg, and Susquehanna University 

 
 
 


