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Akademie für internationale Bildung (AiB) 
Gettysburg College, PA 
Spring Semester 2026 
 
COURSE SYLLABUS 
German 101 
 
 
COURSE DURATION 
January 2026 – May 2026 
 
AiB INSTRUCTOR 
Kerstin Bender 
Email: kb@aib-bonn.org  
 
OFFICE HOURS 
After class and/or by appointment. Please contact your instructor via email or phone. 
  
CLASS TIMES 
Please view the program's weekly schedules for the listing of classes. 
  
MIDTERM EXAM 
tbd 
 
FINAL EXAM 
tbd 
 
3 QUIZZES (Vocabulary / Listening Comprehension) 
tbd 
tbd 
tbd 
 
CULTURAL PRESENTATION 
tbd 
 
COURSE MATERIALS 
Rarick Damon et al. Impuls Deutsch 1: Workbook: Intercultural:  Interdisciplinary: Interactive. 1 
Auflage ed. Ernst Klett Sprachen 2020.  
 
Additional course materials will be handed out by the instructor as copies. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is intended for students without any prior knowledge of the German language. 
The goal of the course is for students to acquire the ability to speak, understand, read, and write German 
at the elementary level. With the course taking place in a German-speaking environment, the emphasis is 
placed on helping students to communicate basic information and ideas in a meaningful way and in 
particular with a reference to practical every-day situations students encounter in their daily routines 
during their semester in Germany. To that effect, language-learning takes place in the classroom as well 
as in the field, with as much practical and “useful” applications and references as possible. 
 



 

 
 

AiB | Syllabus:  Gettysburg Spring 2026 / 2 / 
 

Students learn the necessary introductory vocabulary, expressions and grammatical structures, which will 
enable them to express basic ideas and ask for/communicate necessary information in everyday situations. 
They also build the ability to produce, read and understand basic, short texts, and understand basic 
audio/video materials. 
 
The course also includes sessions dealing with the geography, history, and culture of Germany, as well as 
current issues the country is facing. The focus is placed on topics such as Germany in the Third Reich and 
its impact on post-war Germany, the creation of the two German states, reunification, the welfare state, 
immigration, the school/education system, and selected topics from the ancient and medieval times. To 
that effect, students will go on several excursions in the Bonn area as well as a long excursion in Germany 
(among them several UNESCO world heritage sites) that address important and representative cultural 
and historical aspects of Germany.  
 
The course also aims to introduce students to the field of intercultural communication in the German-
American context through selected exercises and targeted usage of the host family situation in exercises.  
An integral part of this course is an intercultural journal students will be asked to keep during the duration 
of the semester. Aiming at fostering students’ intercultural reflection, goals of the journal are to notice 
cultural differences and similarities, reflect on how these differences affect students, connect 
experiences in Germany to their identity, habits, and assumptions and subsequently grow in 
cultural awareness and adaptability. 
 
GOALS 
The goals of the course are: 

1) Proficiency in communication skills (oral, aural, written) at the introductory level, with a special 
emphasis on oral communication in practical everyday situations 

2) Understanding of major events in German history 
3) Understanding of fundamental aspects of German culture, traditions, and norms 
4) Understanding of essential aspects of intercultural learning & adjustment in the German-US 

context 
 
German Language Acquisition 
The course attempts to cover chapters 1-4 of the textbook “Impuls Deutsch 1”, with the emphasis being 
placed on developing communication skills for application in relevant every-day situations. 
 

Topics 
Unit 1: Wer bin ich? Heute und in 10 Jahren 

• Subject pronouns 
• Present tense verbs 
• Nouns and gender 
• Numbers and the Alphabet 
• Negation kein 
• Gern 
• Definite and indefinite articles  

Unit 2: Was ziehe ich an? Wetter und Klimawandel 
• Stem-changing verbs 
• Accusative 
• Temporal prepositions 
• Pronunciation: short and long vowels 
• Ordinal numbers 
• Comparative and Superlative 
• Adjectives without ending 
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• Separable verbs  
• Telling the time 
• Climate change and weather phenomena  

Unit 3: Was ist da drin? Lebensmittel unter der Lupe 
• Es gibt 
• Plural 
• Modals 
• Prepositions Accusative  
• Viel vs. viele 
• Imperative 
• Idioms: Restaurant, packaging, measurement  

Unit 4: Wie optimiere ich mein Leben? 
• Two-way prepositions 
• Wo vs wohin 
• Reflexivepronouns Accusative 
• Prepositions Dative 
• Conditional clauses 
• Modals 
• Dass-clauses 

 
 
German History and Culture 
The course entails activities related to German history, such as: 

• visits to local museums/memorial sites 
 

Several study tours in the Bonn/Cologne area address such historical aspects of Germany. 
 
Relevant Study Tours, such as: 
Museum for Modern German History: German history since 1945 
Cologne: City History, Roman Origins, Gothic Architecture (Cathedral), local culture 
Ruhr Region: Industrial History, Landschaftspark Nord, Gasometer 
Karneval: AiB Parade 
Middle Rhine Area: Bacharach and Marksburg Castle in Braubach 
Local Outing: Siebengebirge, Drachenfels 
Relevant Cultural Topics*: 
German school system 
German/European geography 
The “German-speaking world” 
German university system 
German sports & spare time activities 
Family life 
Foods in Germany & Austria 
Recycling in Germany 
Easter in Germany 
Cherry blossom trees in the Altstadt of Bonn 
Daily life with host families as a source for extracurricular learning e.g., interviews, participating in 
activities, etc.   
Various activities outside the classroom  
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*This overview does not represent a chronological order. It can vary, according to the students' 
needs. 
 
Workshop on German Culture & Culture-Learning 
The third emphasis of the course is placed on the topic of German culture and culture-learning. 
Overarching topics are: 

• Cross-cultural comparisons USA-Germany 
• Non-verbal communication 
• Communication styles 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of the semester, students who successfully (Grade A) complete German 101 will be able to 
accomplish the following tasks in all four language skills. 
 
Speaking 
You will be able to: 

• pronounce vocabulary clearly 
• read out loud short texts  
• express themselves on topics, such as: 

- personal traits, character 
- description of items 
- introducing oneself and providing personal information such as name, address, age 
- appropriate greetings and farewells 
- ordering food in a restaurant 
- going grocery shopping, going to a bakery, ice cream parlor 
- asking for directions 
- family and spare time activities 
- personal likes and dislikes 
- events and activities in the present and in the past and future 

• understand and answer questions on familiar topics 
 
Listening Comprehension 
You will be able to understand: 

• vocabulary on familiar topics, spoken by instructor and in conversations with people from 
your local environment when spoken clearly, at an appropriate pace  

 
Reading Comprehension 
You will be able to: 

• understand texts with familiar vocabulary and basic sentence structure 
• read out loud such basic texts yourself 
 

Writing 
You will be able to: 

• write a short paragraph on familiar topics, using familiar introductory vocabulary in present 
and past tenses and relating to the future 

• write different types of texts, such as a description, a dialogue, or a creative text 
 

Cultural Understanding 
You will be able to: 

• describe aspects of German culture relating to: 
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- family life and practices 
- garbage separation 
- transportation 
- energy use 
- traditions 
- holidays 
- sports 
- food 
- education 
- geography 

• demonstrate knowledge of significant aspects of modern and contemporary German history 
such as the Third Reich or German reunification 

• talked informed about aspects of local and regional culture and history, such as: 
- Karneval traditions 
- the Upper Middle Rhine valley and Rhine Romanticism 
- local history exemplified through the cities of Bonn and Cologne 

• have broadened your understanding of Germany through reflections on host family life and 
participation in course related AiB study tours & activities 

 
GRADE COMPOSITION 
Your final grade will be determined by the total number of points you accumulate by the end of the term. 
 
200 points Active participation in class 
100 points Homework assignments (written and oral) 
100 points Two quizzes (vocabulary) 
150 points Mid-Term test (75 points written exam, 75 points oral exam) 
100 points  German Culture & Culture Learning Assignment (student presentation) 
150 points Cultural Journal 
200 points Final exam (100 points written exam, 100 points oral exam) 
    
1,000 points total 
 
GRADE SCALE 
The following conversion from percentages to a letter grade applies to all tests and the final grade: 
 
100% - 93%  =  A 
92,99 - 90 = A- 
89,99 - 87 = B+ 
86,99 - 83 = B 
82,99 - 80 = B- 
79,99 - 77 = C+ 
76,99 - 70 = C 
69,99 - 60 = D 
 < 60    = F 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
You are required to attend class. Any unexcused absence leads to point deduction. You will be asked to 
complete a substitute assignment for any missed class. Tests and quizzes cannot be taken late. 
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Note: It is the responsibility of the student who has been absent (for any reason) to find out what he/she 
has missed and obtain materials that may have been handed out. 
 
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE HONOR CODE 
All students of Gettysburg College are required to adhere to the College’s Honor Code. Academic 
dishonesty, including (but not limited to) cheating and plagiarism, will not be tolerated. If you have any 
questions or concerns regarding whether or not something is plagiarism, please contact your instructor. 
Further information and the complete Honor Code can be found at 
https://www.gettysburg.edu/offices/academic-advising/honor-code/.  
 
ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS 
If you have any documented academic accommodations, please inform your instructor at the beginning of 
the semester.  
 
RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 
Gettysburg College is fully committed to diversity, equity, and inclusion. Students have the right to 
engage in essential practices of their faith while minimizing conflict with the course requirements. 
Contact your instructor to make accommodations for your Religious Observances. 
 
CODE OF CONDUCT 
 A core tenant of Gettysburg College’s mission is “the worth and dignity of all people.” Throughout this 
course, students are expected to treat one another and the professor thoughtfully and with respect. Above 
all, it is your responsibility to acknowledge the worth and dignity of all your classmates, yourself, and 
your professor. To help everyone accomplish this, hate speech is unacceptable, and racist, sexist, 
homophobic, Islamophobic, transphobic, classist or other pejorative or discriminatory language will not 
be tolerated. Continued violation of the Code of Conduct will be reported to the appropriate offices and 
may result in removal from the program.  
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
If necessary, this syllabus and its contents are subject to revision; students are responsible for being aware 
of any changes or modifications announced to the syllabus in class or via e-mail. 
 
All work submitted for a grade must be done exclusively by the individual student (or, as the case may 
warrant, by the individual student group) without assistance from others! It goes without saying that "self-
plagiarism," i.e., the re-use of a paper submitted for credit in another course, constitutes intellectual 
dishonesty. Without explicit permission from the instructor, such action constitutes a violation of the 
scholarly standards of Gettysburg College. All cases of dishonesty must be reported to the Office of the 
Dean and based on the extent of plagiarism or academic dishonesty, appropriate disciplinary action will 
be taken by the Dean's Office and/or Committee on Scholastic Standing. 
 
 
 
 
Bonn, August 2025       Kerstin Bender 


