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HIST 327 / POLS 395: “20th CENTURY EUROPE” 
 

C O U R S E  S Y L L A B U S 
 
 
Instructor: TBD 
email:  
 
Office Hours 
Appointments can be made anytime via email or phone. I am available for course-related 
questions after class. 
 
Course Description  
To examine 20th century Europe is far from a small or easy task. Europe of the 20th century, 
from fin de siècle to the “End of History”, is a fascinating, exceptionally multi-faceted, and 
truly momentous era to study.  
Our course will be is divided into five main, chronological phases:  
 
I. 1900-1918  
II. 1918-1939  
III. 1939-1945  
IV. 1945-1990  
V. 1990-present.  
 
First, we will explore the developments leading up to the First World War, the seminal 
catastrophe of the 20th century, as well as the history of that conflict, its causes and 
consequences for European societies. In addition to the war, we will also examine subsequent 
developments connected to WWI such as the Russian Revolution. Second, we will explore the 
interwar years with their economic and political turmoil, the rise and fall of several emerging 
democratic republics, exemplified by the Weimar Republic and the Spanish Civil War. Several 
pertinent questions here include the relationship between Germany and its neighbors, the path 
to National Socialism in Germany and Fascism in general. Our third unit deals with the Second 
World War, its several phases up to the foundation of the Cold War era in Europe, with special 
attention paid to the Holocaust. In the fourth part, we will examine the “Cold War” era, the 
division of Europe and Germany itself into “East” and “West”, along with a series of conflicts 
(Korea, Suez), but also the parallel evolution of European integration projects such as the 
Council of Europe or later the European Community. We will complete our tour of Europe in 
the 20th century with a fifth phase, namely the post-Cold War. In this concluding topic, we will 
discuss German unification since 1989/1990, the creation of the European Union and its 
expansion toward Central and Eastern Europe, and the challenges a 21st century Europe faces.   
In addition to the chronological dimension, overarching themes unify the course. While it would 
be impossible to discuss in depth the multitude of developments and transformations that have 
taken place in the 20th century, we will nevertheless strive to investigate the fascinating issues 
of 20th century and Europe from several perspectives. These themes include:  
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• ideology (communism, socialism, fascism, liberalism, the third way of the 1990ths),  
 

• constitutional history of Germany (1918-1933, 1945-1949) 
 

• the idea of Europe in the Interbellum 
 

• value (materialism/post-materialism, individualism, secularization),  
 

• political-societal movements (nationalism to post-nationalism, re-nationalization and 
ethnic strife, regionalism, decolonization, liberation movements, human rights),  
 

• globalization and Europeanization. 
 

• The future of the EU-Integration: Widening and Deepening/Widening or Deepening/ 
Collapse...? 

The above key terms represent but a mere slice of the momentous issues and developments, 
which are intertwined with each other as well as linked to 20th Century Europe in many ways. 

 
Extra, course-related activities: 

 

• Workshop on European Integration  
• Visit to the EL-DE Haus in Cologne (former jail of the Nationalsocialist secret police) 

  

Learning objectives: 
Among the goals of our course, students should: 

• gain an insight and understanding of the continuities, transformations and disruptions 
of European and German history in the 20th century 

• learn about the process of Constitutional History 
• follow the process of democratic transition and consolidation throughout Europe, and 

with special attention to Germany 
• become familiar with modernization as a concept or process between advancement as 

well as struggle and conflict 
• become aware of the fragility of civilization 
• become familiar and/or gain further understanding of political ideologies, as well as 

their rise and fall in particular contexts 
• and learn the origins, development and current challenges for the European Union and 

European integration and their co-relationship to the historical developments of 20th 
century Europe.  
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Course structure: 
In order to complete the course successfully, prompt arrival, attendance, and a prepared 
presentation are required. In addition, constructive questions, active discussion and analytical 
thinking are, of course, highly encouraged. Above all, our course builds upon active 
participation. Classroom activities will complement each other and involve lectures, class 
discussion, assigned readings, presentations, and an exam. Presentations can be held in any 
regular session of class (i.e., excluding exam day or field trips): students should (maybe must) 
choose their topic in coordination with the instructor. For example, you may select one of the 
overarching “themes” mentioned in the course description, but you might also take one of your 
own excursions as an opportunity to conduct a “field study” and present this to the class. In 
addition, you will be required to prepare a final paper on a defined topic covering major learning 
objectives of the class. You also have the opportunity to select your own topic in coordination 
with the instructor. 

 
Attendance: 
You are required to attend class. Any unexcused absence leads to point deduction. You will be 
asked to complete a substitute assignment for any missed class. *Special note related to 
participation: Please refrain from using laptops during class. 
Course Materials: 

1) Robert Paxton: Europe in the Twentieth Century, 3. Ed., FT Worth: Harcourt Brace, 1997. 
2) Additional handouts and readings to be provided by the instructor (Course Reader). Also 
available: Norman Davies: Europe: A History, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1996. 
3) An assortment of suggestions for books for your papers 

• Milovan Djilas: Wartime. Harcourt Brace, 1980 [orig. 1977]. 
• Francis Fukuyama: The End of History and the Last Man. Harper, 1993. 
• David N. Gibbs: First Do No Harm. Humanitarian Intervention and the destruction 

of Yugoslavia. Vanderbilt University Press, 2009. 
• Tony Judt.: Postwar. A History of Europe since 1945. Random House, 2010. 
• Primo Levi: If this is a Man, Abacus, 1998 [orig. 1947]. 
• Geert Mak: In Europe. Travels through the 20th Century. Random House, 2008. 
• Peter Norman: The Accidental Constitution. The story of the European Convention. 

EuroComment, 2003. 
• Louiza Odyessos/Fabio Petito (Editors): The International Political Thought of 

Carl Schmitt. Terror, liberal war and the crisis of global order. Routledge, 2007. 
• Elie Wiesel: Night. Penguin Books, 2008 [orig. 1958]. 
• Student suggestions possible (discuss alternatively appropriate books with 

instructor) 
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COURSE SCHEDULE  
 

1.) Introduction to the course: History, Political Science and defining Europe 
 

2.) 1900 – 1918 
            Reading 

• The “Blank Check”, Te. No. 237, Berlin, July, 1914 Top secret 
• Paxton: 47-97 (Chap. 2) / “skim” pg. 99-167 (Chaps. 4 and 5) 
 
3.) 1918 – 1933 

           Reading 
• The Fourteen Points, President Wilson’s Address to Congress 
• Paxton: skim 169-239 (Chaps. 6 and 7), read 241-279 (Chap. 8) & 347-379 (Chap. 11) 

 
*TAKE-HOME MIDTERM DUE 

 
 

4.) Review and 1933 – 1945 
Reading 

• Paxton: skim 409-437 (Chap. 13), read 439-498 (Chap. 14 and half of Chap. 15) 
 

5.) 1945 – 1953 
Reading 

• Paxton: read 498-541 (2nd half of Chap. 15 and all of Chap. 16) 
 

6.) 1953-1975 
Reading 

• Paxton: skim 543-563 (Chap. 17) and 591-617 (Chap. 19), read 565-589 (Chap. 18) 
 

7.) 1975-1989 
Reading 

• Paxton: read 619-687 (Chaps. 20, 21 and 22) 
 

8.) 1989-Today: Europe since “reunification”   
Reading 

• Paxton: 689-719 (Chap. 23 and “Epilogue”) 
Lecture 

• 1945 – Today: European integration and the future of the European Integration. 
 

  *FINAL PAPER DUE 
9.) Themes, politics, and final review 

 
10.) *FINAL EXAM 
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Grading: 

Your grade will be composed of the following components: 
Attendance & Participation in Class  200 points (20%) 

Midterm Exam    200 points (20%) 
Presentation     100 points (10%) 

Final Paper     250 points (25%) 
Final Exam     250 points (25%) 

Maximum Total:    1000 points 
 

Grading scale: 
100 – 93% = A   79 – 77 = C+ 

92 – 90  = A-    76 – 73 = C 
89 – 87  = B+   72 – 7 0 = C- 

86 – 83  = B   69 – 60  = D 
82 – 80 = B-   59 – 00  = F 

 
 
Special accommodation: 
Students who seek special accommodation due to a disability (physical, learning, or 
psychological) will need to provide the AIB with relevant documentation from the respective 
office of the home university within the first two weeks of classes. Once the AIB receives this 
information and documentation, it will discuss the proposed arrangements with the student. 
 

Academic Honesty: 
Academic dishonesty will be treated as an extremely serious matter, with serious consequences 
that can range from receiving no credit for assignments/tests to expulsion. It is never 
permissible to turn in any work that has been copied from another student or copied from a 
source without properly acknowledging the source. It is your responsibility to make sure that 
your work meets the standard of academic honesty. 

 
Important Notice: 
If necessary, this syllabus and its contents are subject to revision; students are responsible for 
being aware of any changes or modifications announced to the syllabus in class or via e-mail. 
The grading format for the class, however, is fixed. (i.e. though it may become necessary to 
make adjustments in the sequence of classes and/or presentations, the method by which the 
course grade will be determined will not change from what is announced here.)  


