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Gettysburg College Fact Book: Glossary and Additional Notes 

 

1. Race/Ethnicity data. The Fact Book uses the Definitions for New Race and Ethnicity Categories required by the 

Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). Race/Ethnicity data for domestic persons were 

collected using a 2-question format required by IPEDS. The first question asks about ethnicity (is the individual 

Hispanic or Latino, yes or no) and the second question asks about race (the individual is asked to select one or 

more race categories with which he or she identifies: American Indian or Alaska Native; Asian; Black or African 

American; Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander; White); individuals who answer Yes to the first question 

are reported as Hispanic/Latino (regardless of race); those who do not answer either question are reported as 

"Race and Ethnicity Unknown". Nonresident Aliens (IPEDS term) (Fact Book term: International Students) are 

reported as a separate group (rather than in any of the racial/ethnic categories described above). Definition of a 

Nonresident Alien (International): “A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States and who is in 

this country on a visa or temporary basis and does not have the right to remain indefinitely” (IPEDS).  

Thus the Fact Book uses the following seven standard race/ethnicity cataloes consistent with IPEDS reporting:  

 International  

 Hispanic/Latino  

 American Indian or Alaska Native 

 Asian 

 Black or African American 

 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

 White 

 Two or More Races 

 Race and Ethnicity Unknown 

 
In the Fact Book, Domestic Students of Color (DSOC) refer to students in the following categories: 
Hispanic/Latino; American Indian or Alaska Native; Asian; Black or African American; Native Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander; Two or More Races.  
 
For more information on IPEDS race/ethnicity categories, please visit the following website:  

The Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System 
 

2. Enrollment Data are based on the official census enrollment reports provided by the Office of the Registrar.  

3. Cohort. The Fact Book uses the standard/IPEDS definition of “cohort”:  first-time, full-time, degree-seeking 

undergraduate students (thus transfers are excluded). For Gettysburg, it refers to the Fall Entering First-Year 

Class. For example, Fall 2021 Cohort refers to students who entered Gettysburg as first-time, full-time, degree-

seeking students in Fall 2021.  

4. Retention and Graduation Rates are based on cohort data as of Gettysburg’s Fall Census Date. Calculation 

methods are consistent with those used by IPEDS:  

 Four-Year Graduation Rate: Percent of the initial cohort who graduated within 4 years; for example, the 4-

year graduation rate of the Fall 2017 Cohort refers to the percent of the initial cohort who completed as of 

August 31, 2021.   

 Six-Year Graduation Rate: Percent of the initial cohort who graduated within 6 years; for example, the 6-

year graduation rate of the Fall 2015 Cohort refers to the percent of the initial cohort who ompleted as of 

August 31, 2021.   

5. Full-time faculty count (pp. 14-18): included the vice provost and the associate provosts (deans).  

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/report-your-data/race-ethnicity-definitions

